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Generations of time: Oath of enlistment
It doesn’t seem like 

that long ago, but re-
winding the clock 18 

years – in the hot, sum-
mer sun of 2000 – I had 
joined hundreds of oth-
er Airmen on a pa-
rade field at what was 
then called Lackland 
Air Force Base, Texas. 

On command, we 
collectively raised our 
right arms to the square 
and repeated what 
many Airmen had al-
ready and would contin-
ue to repeat for years to come: 
the oath of enlistment.

The gravity of the oath in 
that final moment of execution 
was more than palpable; its 
words became self-evident and 
meant infinitely more having 

just survived the cruci-
ble that was Basic Mili-
tary Training and, as a 
result, earning the cov-
eted title of Airman.

Since receiving my 
commission, it has 
been an honor to lead 
countless Airmen in 
the same oath as they 
personally recommit 
to continued service 
within the ranks of the 
world’s greatest Air 
Force. My most recent 
experience was July 15 

in the 55th Aerial Port Squad-
ron when I was privileged to 
re-enlist two outstanding Air-
men. Every time this occurs, 
my mind’s eye returns to that 
seminal event on the parade 
field in Texas and generates a 

similar rush of feelings.
According to the U.S. Army 

Center of Military History, the 
oath was first utilized before 
our nation’s founding on “June 
14, 1775 as part of the act creat-
ing the Continental Army” and, 
after declaring independence 
from Great Britain, was “re-
placed by Section 3, Article 1, 
of the Articles of War approved 
by Congress on Sept. 20, 1776.” 
It went through further itera-
tions over more than 180 years 
with our current oath of enlist-
ment mandated on Oct. 5, 1962. 
Imagine the millions before us 
who have sworn this oath.

As many know, the oath, 

which service members take, 
varies slightly between the en-
listed and officer ranks with 
the former taking an oath of 
enlistment and the latter tak-
ing an oath of office. That said, 
both oaths require us to “sup-
port and defend the Consti-
tution of the United States 
against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic” and “bear true 
faith and allegiance to the 
same.” Through these words, 
we jointly commit to something 
bigger than ourselves, and by 
doing so, remain faithful to a 
proud heritage spanning gen-
erations of time.

My invitation is simple: 
The next time you hear, re-
cite or lead one of our Airmen 
in the oath of enlistment, con-
sider this counsel from the Air 

Force’s Profession of Arms 
Center of Excellence: “Our 
oath is more than a formality 
that adds flair to a commission-
ing or promotion ceremony. It 
provides the foundation of our 
military.”

To be clear, the oath is part 
of our tradition of honor and 
our legacy of valor. Please live 
it every day as you continue to 
serve at Travis Air Force Base, 
California, or wherever duty 
calls.

Commentary by  
Senior Master Sgt. Faith McNelley

22nd Mission support Group

MCCONNELL AIR FORCE 
BASE, Kan. — I love to gar-
den and be outside. This 

spring, my husband and I decided it 
was time to start establishing our prop-
erty and planted over 60 saplings. 

We envisioned how our land would 
look once the trees were fully grown 

and we were excited. We read the plant-
er’s manual on proper tree care, wa-
tered them daily and gave them every-
thing they needed to have a great start 
at life. 

We thought we were tree mas-
ters. We had it all under control. Fast 
forward three months and we now 
have only 12 saplings remaining. 

Surprisingly, these 12 were planted in 
the worst soil and, in our trees’ subject 
matter expert’s opinion, were least like-
ly to succeed. 

Much like trees, people have a ten-
dency not to flourish where they have 
been planted. We give ourselves per-
mission to be unhappy about where 
we are stationed or who supervises us. 
Once we allow this to happen, it influ-
ences our attitude and motivation. 

It begs the question as to why some 

people bloom and others don’t. It comes 
down to one simple answer – choices. 
Are you choosing to look at your situa-
tion negatively or are you choosing to 
deliberately look at it positively? 

It takes a lot of time and effort for 
someone to change their perspective on 
life. If you are able to accomplish this, 
then the next time you think the grass is 
greener on the other side, try watering 
the grass where you are planted and you 
will surely bloom.

Enlisted Commentary

Commentary 
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Joseph Wilson
55th  
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To bloom where you’re planted, water closest grass
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Commentary
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Master Sgt. Christofer Galba-
dores, 821st Contingency Re-
sponse Squadron force protec-
tion flight chief, stands with his 
wife, Yasmin, and their three 
sons, Cain, Maximus and  
Kingston, July 23 at Travis Air 
Force Base, Calif.
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the tailwind is published by the daily re-
public, Fairfield, California, a private firm in no 
way connected with the u.s. Air Force.

While most of the editorial content of the tail-
wind is prepared by the 60th Air Mobility Wing 
public Affairs office for its Web-based product, 
the content for the tailwind is edited and pre-
pared for print by the daily republic staff.

Content of the tailwind is not necessarily the 
official view of, nor is it endorsed by the u.s. 

Government, the department of defense or 
the department of the Air Force.

the appearance of advertising in the publica-
tion, including inserts or supplements, does not 
constitute endorsement by the department of 
defense, the department of the Air Force or the  
daily republic, of the products or services  
advertised.

everything advertised in the publication shall 
be made available for purchase, use or patron-
age without regard to race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, age, marital status, physical 
handicap, political affiliation or any other non-
merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.

Correspondence can be sent to the 60th 
Air Mobility Wing public Affairs staff, tailwind, 
400 Brennan Circle, Bldg. 51, travis AFB, 

CA 94535-2150 or emailed to 60amwpa@
us.af.mil.

deadline for copy is 4:30 p.m. Friday for the 
following Friday’s issue. swap ads must be 
brought to Bldg. 51 by noon Monday for pos-
sible print in that Friday’s issue. emailed or 
faxed swap Ads are not accepted.

those on base wishing to receive home de-
livery of the tailwind can call 427-6975 today.

For information on paid advertising and on 
base circulation, call 425-4646. Correspon-
dence can be sent to: daily republic, 1250 tex-
as st., Fairfield, CA 94533 or faxed to 425-5924.

Visit the travis public web site at http://
www.travis.af.mil. read the tailwind online at 
http://tailwind.dailyrepublic.net or by access-
ing the travis sharepoint.
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“The oath is part 
of our tradition of  
honor and our 
legacy of valor.”

— Maj. Joseph Wilson
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Name: 
Senior Airman Ashley Ortiz.

Unit:
60th Medical Diagnostics  
and Therapeutics Squadron.

Duty title:
Pharmacy vault custodian.

Hometown: 
Cheyenne, Wyoming.

Time in service: 
Five years.

What are your goals?
To become a pharmacist and 
travel.

Family:
Sister, Marissa.

What are your hobbies?
Anime, movies, traveling and 
museums.

What is your greatest  
achievement?
Joining the U.S Air Force.

U.S. Air Force photo

Barrett takes command of 18th Air Force
Master Sgt. Mike Andriacco

18Th Air FOrCe PUbliC AFFAirS

SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, 
Ill. — Maj. Gen. Sam Bar-
rett took command of 18th Air 
Force from Lt. Gen. GI Tuck 
during a ceremony July 31 at 
Scott Air Force Base, Illinois.

Tuck will move to the Pen-
tagon, where he will serve as 
the director for Logistics, J-4, 
Joint Staff, Pentagon, Washing-
ton, District of Columbia.

“It has been my absolute 
honor to work with some of the 
highest quality public servants, 
both military and civilian, 
within 18th Air Force, Air Mo-
bility Command, and the Unit-
ed States Transportation Com-
mand,” said Tuck.

Barrett comes to 18 AF from 
his position as the Director of 
operations, Strategic Deter-
rence and Nuclear Integration, 
Headquarters Air Mobility 
Command, Scott AFB.

“Looking forward, let’s keep 
the focus on our great Airmen 
clear,” said Barrett. “Tell them 
to continue to do their jobs the 
same amazing way they have 
always done so, with integri-
ty first, service before self, and 
excellence in all that they do.”

“And to do so in such a way 
that any adversary, big or 
small, anywhere in the world, 
will have no doubt that in the 
18th Air Force, we fly, we fight, 
and we always win. Let’s keep 
it that way,” he added.

Barrett received his com-
mission upon graduation from 
the U.S. Air Force Academy 

in 1988. He’s a command pi-
lot with more than 4,400 hours 
in several mobility airlift air-
craft.

No stranger to leading Air-
men, Barrett has been com-
mander of the 350th Air 

Refueling Squadron at McCo-
nnell AFB, Kansas; Vice Com-
mander and then Commander, 
15th Airlift Wing, Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii; 
and Commander, Joint En-
abling Capabilities Command, 

U.S. Transportation Com-
mand, Norfolk, Virginia.

“Time and time again, he’s 
proven himself as an excep-
tional aviator, leader, and one 
who knows the Air Mobility 
business inside and out,” said 

Gen. Carlton Everhart, AMC 
commander and officiant of 
the ceremony. “(Barrett), you 
know what our Airmen need. 
You worked hard to get there. 
You are the right person for 
the job.”

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Chad Gorecki

Maj. Gen. Sam Barrett, 18th Air Force commander, speaks to the audience during the 18th AF change-of-command ceremony July 31 at Scott Air 
Force Base, Ill. Barrett comes to 18 AF from his position as the director of operations for the Strategic Deterrence and Nuclear Integration, which 
falls under Air Mobility Command, also headquartered at Scott.
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BX blasts into fun with children’s Nerf event
Jessica Jones

Army And Air Force exchAnge

Set your sights on fun: The 
Army and Air Force Exchange 
Service at Travis Air Force 
Base, California, is hosting a 
free event for military kids to 

test the latest Nerf blasters.
The event runs from 10 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. Aug. 4 at the Travis 
Exchange Main Store. Mili-
tary children eight and old-
er can put their Nerf blaster 
skills to the test with an assort-
ment of new Nerf toys.

“We love having Travis 
AFB military brats come to 
the Exchange for events like 
these,” said Phonda Bishop, 
Exchange main store man-
ager. “It’s a fun way to bring 
the community together and 
let the kids try out these great 

new Nerf toys.”
Participants will receive an 

Ace Blaster certificate to take 
home.

For more information, 
shoppers can contact the Tra-
vis AFB Exchange at 707-437-
4633.

U.S. Army Public health command graphic

Take steps to avoid heat stress
341st Medical Group  
Public Health Office

If you have ever been out-
side on a sunny day and felt 
tired, dazed or confused, you 
may have experienced signs 
or symptoms of heat stress.

Heat stress occurs when 
the body has been exposed 
to excessive heat for a period 
of time.  Signs and symptoms 
include – but are not limit-
ed to – muscle cramps, head-
ache, dizziness, fainting, lack 
of sweat and even death.

California is notorious 
for hot summers, and heat 

stress is considered an envi-
ronmental hazard.  If you or 
someone around you expe-
riences signs or symptoms 
of heat stress, immediate-
ly take the following actions:

•  Move the individu-
al to a shaded or cool place 
and have them lie down with 
their feet elevated.  Remove 
unnecessary clothing and 
give the person water or a 
sports drink.  

•  Hydration is key.  Ac-
cording to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention, we should drink 
eight ounces of water, as well 

as sports drinks contain-
ing electrolytes, every 15 to 
20 minutes. Also, limit alco-
hol or caffeinated beverages 
prior to spending time out-
doors in summer.

•  Work-rest cycles are 
imperative.  Learn the 
base’s flag alert system and 
how it relates to outside ac-
tivities. 

•  Dress in light, cool lay-
ers and wear a hat.  Apply 
sunscreen frequently.

If signs or symptoms are 
severe or persistent, seek 
medical attention immedi-
ately.

Don’t forget, these rec-
ommendations apply to pets. 
Never leave a pet unat-
tended in a hot vehicle. 
Check pavement tempera-
tures with your hands before 
walking your pet and ensure 
that water is nearby.

If you have any questions 
regarding heat stress, con-
tact public health at 707-
423-5470. If you need med-
ical assistance, call 911 or 
707-424-4911 on base. If 
you find a pet in a hot vehi-
cle, call the law enforcement 
desk at 707-424-2800 or 707-
424-2227.

AMC 
names 2 
sites for 
simulator 
relocation

Air Mobility Command  
Public Affairs

SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, 
Ill. — The commander of Air 
Mobility Command select-
ed Fairchild Air Force Base, 
Washington, and MacDill Air 
Force Base, Florida, as the re-
location sites for the next two 
KC-135 Stratotanker pilot flight 
simulators.

KC-135 pilot flight simula-
tors, also known as Operations 
Flight Trainers or OFTs, pro-
vide pilots a high-fidelity, full-
motion environment, which 
enables realistic flying train-
ing and emergency procedure 
practice as well as networked 
distributed mission operations 
capability.

“We are preparing for fu-
ture threat environments by 
creating the right mix of tradi-
tional tanker flying and high-
ly realistic tanker simulation 
training across the mobility air 
forces,” said Gen. Carlton D. 
Everhart, AMC commander. 
“Optimizing simulator capac-
ity and use at these locations 
provides the greatest opera-
tional benefits across the Total 
Force.”

As the command prepares 
to receive the KC-46A Pegasus, 
AMC plans to relocate a total of 
five KC-135 trainers in order to 
better serve the force.

Relocation decisions for the 
first three of five simulators 
have been made with one each 
going to Pittsburgh and Rick-
enbacker Air National Guard 
bases and one to Altus Air 
Force Base to address formal 
student training requirements.

The Air Force operates 19 
full-motion KC-135 OFTs dis-
tributed across 12 of the 30 ac-
tive duty, Air National Guard 

See RELOCATION Page 26
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PAZDEL CHIROPRACTIC, INC.

www.PazdelChiropractic.com Se Habla Español

258 Sunset Ave., Ste. l, Suisun City 
429-4861

58 Sunset Ave., Ste. l, Suisun Ci
429-4861

Shoulder Pain?

Actions have 
consequences

60th Air Mobility Wing  
Judge Advocate

Law and Order is a recur-
ring feature detailing the pre-
vious month’s military justice 
matters at Travis. 

Publicizing this information 
fosters an atmosphere of good 
order and discipline by dem-
onstrating how the military en-
forces standards of conduct. 

This feature also serves to 
educate and inform the public 
concerning military law and 
the military justice system:

During the month of July 
2018, five Airmen received fi-
nal review of nonjudicial pun-
ishment under Article 15, Uni-
form Code of Military Justice 
and four Airmen were involun-
tarily separated.

Nonjudicial punishment 
(Article 15s)

821st Contingency Response 
Support Squadron

A technical sergeant re-
ceived an Article 15 for one 
specification of wrongful use 
of marijuana and one specifica-
tion of wrongful use of MDMA, 
both a violation  of Article 112a, 
UCMJ. Punishment consist-
ed of a reduction to the rank 
of staff sergeant, forfeitures of 
$1,655 of pay per month for two 
months and a reprimand.

60th Aircraft Maintenance 
Squadron

An airman first class re-
ceived an Article 15 for one 
specification of Driving while 
Drunk, a violation of Article 
111, UCMJ. Punishment con-
sisted of reduction to the grade 

of airman, suspended reduction 
to the grade of airman basic,  
suspended forfeiture of $918 of 
pay per month for two months, 
and a reprimand.

60th Aircraft  
Maintenance Squadron

An airman first class re-
ceived an Article 15 for one 
specifications of wrongful use 
of cocaine, a violation of Arti-
cle 112a, UCMJ. Punishment 
consisted of a reduction to the 
grade of airman, suspend-
ed forfeiture of $918 pay per 
month for two months and a 
reprimand.

60th Aircraft Maintenance 
Squadron

An airman first class re-
ceived an Article 15 for 
one specification of underage 
drinking, a violation of Arti-
cle 134, UCMJ. Punishment 
consisted of a reduction to the 
grade of airman and a repri-
mand.

60th Logistical  
Readiness Squadron

An airman first class re-
ceived an Article 15 for one 
specification of false official 
statement, a violation of Article 

Law and Order

See LAW Page 26

MacDill parents commission
Staff Sgt. Tori Long

6th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

MACDILL AIR FORCE 
BASE, Fla. — It’s 6 a.m. The 
house is completely lit. Large 
boots thump and tiny bare feet 
patter quickly across the floor. 

The Cruz family of four 
is wide awake whipping up 
breakfast, preparing lunch 
and scrambling to get every-
one out the door for work and 
school. 

Then-U.S. Air Force Staff 
Sgt. Brandon Cruz heads off 
for another busy day as a 6th 
Medical Operations Squad-
ron aerospace medical ser-
vice technician while his wife, 
Chelsea, departs to take their 
children to school and start 
her own work day.   

Once the work day ends, 
the sun sets and other families 
are finally recuperating. The 
Cruz family embarks on what 
is nearly another full shift – 
cook dinner, bathe the kids, 

help their 10-year old, Connor, 
with homework, then begin 
their own school work, exams 
and studying.

The grind is tough when a 
lifelong dream awaits on the 
horizon. However, the Cruz 

family proved it possible to get 
there.

After working various jobs 
without finding career sat-
isfaction, in October 2012 
the Palmetto, Florida native, 

courtesy photo

Connor Cruz, son of U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Brandon Cruz, pins first 
lieutenant bars on his father’s uniform June 12 at MacDill Air Force 
Base, Fla.

See PARENTS Page 25
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VACA VALLEY DENTAL

Trusted family dentistry for over 30 years.

Board Member of Napa Solano Dental Society
Member of California Dental Association & American Dental Association

Board Member of Napa  
Solano Dental Society

Travis sergeant helps ‘move the fight’ in Iraq
Staff Sgt. Christopher Stoltz 

386th Air ExpEditionAry Wing

Airmen from the 442nd Air 
Expeditionary Squadron, locat-
ed at Camp Taji, manage one of 
the aerial ports-of-entry for as-
sets in Iraq. This port direct-
ly supports a multi-national co-
alition conducting missions for 
Operation Inherent Resolve.

Falling under the air trans-
portation career field, these 
aerial porters are responsi-
ble for coordinating the trans-
portation of assets on mili-
tary aircraft across the U.S. 
Central Command area of 

responsibility. The 442nd AES 
supports the fight against the 
Islamic State group by moving 
U.S. and coalition assets to and 
from the battlefield.

In the month of May alone, 
these Airmen helped distrib-
ute more than 117 tons of cargo. 
In addition to the vital resourc-
es they sent directly to the front 
lines, they also help transport 
an average of 600 personnel 
per month.

Tech. Sgt. Clifford Barsabal, 
442nd AES aerial port flight 
chief deployed from the 60th 
Aerial Port Squadron at Travis 
Air Force Base, California, said 

they move more than just sup-
plies and people – they move 
the mission.

“I try to get my guys to un-
derstand that the pallet they 
are securing is more than just 
a box of supplies,” Barsabal 
said. “That pallet you helped 
secure is going directly to the 
front lines. That food you just 
secured is feeding your broth-
ers and sisters in arms. Those 
weapons you added to the man-
ifest just helped liberate a vil-
lage from the Islamic State 
group.”

While the team is used to 

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Christopher Stoltz

Airman 1st Class Joshua Heintzelman, 442nd Air Expeditionary 
Squadron aerial porter, secures a piece of cargo to a pallet aboard a 
K-loader, June 7 at Camp Taji, Iraq. See MOVE Page 26

IDRC pushes for success 
of missions around globe

Airman 1st Class Tara Stetler
375th Air Mobility Wing pUbliC AFFAirS

SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, 
Ill. — Deploying service mem-
bers often have feelings of anx-
iety and worry, but Airmen at 
the Installation Deployment 
Readiness Center work to re-
lieve some of this stress by 
guiding them through the de-
ployment process.

As deployment managers 
for all units on Scott Air Force 
Base, the IDRC processes hun-
dreds of deploying service 
members each year.

“We put warfighters all over 
the world,” said Dan Detlef-
son, 375th Logistics Readiness 
Squadron assistant installation 
deployment officer. “Any place 
you can come up with off the 
top of your head, we could prob-
ably say we’ve deployed some-
body there.”

Day-to-day, a large part of 
the IDRC team’s mission is de-
voted to monitoring deploy-
ment taskings and travel infor-
mation. Because of the urgent 
matter of their mission, the 
IDRC has to remain ready and 
adaptable at all times.

“Deployers have to be con-
stantly at a high state of readi-
ness,” said Senior Master Sgt. 
Darren Wiseman, IDRC logis-
tics plan superintendent.

“The IDRC also needs to be 
at a high state of readiness so 
we can adapt and overcome any 
challenges.”

The IDRC works to smooth 
communication, collaboration, 
timing and travel for deployers, 
especially those tasked with 
short-notice deployments.

“We have some people who 
need to leave out the door 

See IDRC Page 24
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Vice CSAF learns about Phoenix Spark

U.S. Air Force photo/Louis Briscese

Vice Chief of Staff Gen. Stephen Wilson, right, speaks with Capt. Ryan McGuire, left, and Capt. 
Jacob Payton, 60th Air Mobility Wing Phoenix Spark program, about the base’s innovation 
initiatives during a visit July 25 at Travis Air Force Base, Calif. Wilson stopped at Travis for a gas-
and-go before flying to Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, to attend the commander of 
Pacific Air Forces assumption-of-command ceremony.

Pence family pays 
visit to Grand Forks

Airman 1st Class  
Elora J. Martinez

319th Air BASe Wing PUBLic AFFAirS

GRAND FORKS AIR 
FORCE BASE, N.D. — Vice 
President of the United States 
Michael Pence spoke with Air-
men July 25 at Grand Forks Air 
Force Base, N.D, while Karen 
Pence, the second lady of the 
United States, hosted a seminar 
for military spouses.

Before speaking to the 
troops, the vice president 
learned about RQ-4 Global 
Hawk worldwide intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnais-
sance capabilities, and saw the 
aircraft in person.

Mike Pence’s talk high-
lighted the important mission 
Grand Forks AFB serves to na-
tional security, and he thanked 
the Airmen on base, all of 
whom directly impact the RQ-4 
Global Hawk mission.

“The 69th Reconnaissance 
Group flies the Global Hawks 

that give our theater command-
ers the intelligence, surveil-
lance and target-acquisition 
data they need to defeat any en-
emy, anywhere, anytime,” he 
praised. “And the 319th Com-
munications Squadron operates 
America’s High Frequency 
Global Communications Sys-
tems, which ensures our mil-
itary leaders, including your 
commander in chief, are able 
to maintain strategic command 
and control across the world.”

After wrapping up his 
speech, Pence took time to 
shake hands with Airmen in at-
tendance.

Col. Benjamin Spencer, 
319th Air Base Wing com-
mander, spoke about Pence’s 
visit before introducing the 
vice president to the audience 
of Airmen.

“I’ve only seen three of 
these visits in my 24 years of 
service: two presidents and one 

See PENCES Page 25
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For more information please visit our website at www.napavalleyexpo.com

Napa Town & Country Fair

FREE CONCERTS
with Fair Admission on the Plaza Stage

SAVE BIG!
Get your Discounted Presale 

Admission Tickets at the 
Napa Valley Expo Office

WOW!
Ride All Day

Carnival 
Coupons
only $25

Available at the Fair Office, 
McDonalds and Rabobank in 

Napa through August 7th.  
While  supplies last.

www.NapaValleyExpo.com

or call (707) 253-4900 for
further information and 
additional entertainment

Don’t Wait in Line!
• Buy Tickets 

online and Save!

August 8-12, 2018
575 Third Street Napa

OZOMATLI
Sunday

August 12 
6:30 PM

FAIR HOURS

August 8th thru 12th

Wednesday thru  
Saturday:  

Noon - 9 pm

Sunday:  
Noon - 8 pm

PARKING RATES 
General Parking: 

$10 
Parking is cash only.  

There are no in and out privileges.

TICKET PRICES

Adults (13-59)  ...... $13

Seniors (60+)  ....... $10

Youth (6-12) .......... $10

Children 5 and under free

CREEDENCE CLEARWATER 
REVISITED

Wednesday

GARY ALLAN
Friday

August 10

PABLO CRUISE
Saturday
August 11

FREE
Active Military  

Admission
Plus one guest
with Current  
Military ID

BLUE OYSTER CULT
Thursday
August 9

. .
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1661 E. Monte Vista Ave., Suite A
Vacaville | 707-446-2370

www.thornton-sons.com

1661 EE MMM t Vi t AA SS itit AAAA
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We’re making room for  
exciting new inventory.

Stop in early for the  
best selection!

W
eSale

SUMMER CLEARANCE

Airman receives Medal 
of Honor posthumously

Staff Sgt. Ryan Conroy
24th Special OperatiOnS Wing  

public affairS

HURLBURT FIELD, Fla. —  
The White House announced 
July 27 that Air Force Tech. 
Sgt. John Chapman will be 
posthumously awarded the 
Medal of Honor Aug. 22, for his 
extraordinary heroism during 
the Battle of Takur Ghar, Af-
ghanistan, in March 2002.

According to the Medal of 
Honor nomination, Chapman 
distinguished himself on the 
battlefield through “conspicu-
ous gallantry and intrepidity,” 
sacrificing his life to preserve 
those of his teammates. 

Making it look easy 
Chapman enlisted in the Air 

Force Sept. 27, 1985, as an in-
formation systems operator, 
but felt called to be part of Air 
Force special operations. In 
1989, he cross-trained to be-
come an Air Force combat con-
troller. 

According to friends and 
family, Chapman had a ten-
dency to make the difficult 
look effortless, and consistent-
ly sought new challenges. Dat-
ing back to his high school days, 
he made the varsity soccer 
squad as a freshman. Also an 
avid muscle-car enthusiast, he 
rebuilt and maintained an old 
Pontiac GTO. 

Combat control would prove 
to be another instance of 

“making it look easy.”
Combat control training is 

more than two years long and 
amongst the most rigorous in 
the U.S. military. Only about 
one in ten Airmen who start the 
program graduate.

From months of rigor-
ous physical fitness train-
ing to multiple joint schools –  
including military SCUBA, 
Army static-line and freef-
all, air traffic control, and 
combat control schools –  
Chapman is remembered as 
someone who could do any-
thing put in front of him. 

“One remembers two types 
of students – the sharp ones and 
the really dull ones – and Chap-
man was in the sharp catego-
ry,” said Ron Childress, a for-
mer Combat Control School 
instructor. 

Combat Control School is 
one of the most difficult points 
of a combat controller’s train-
ing program, from completing 
arduous tasks without sleep-
ing for days, to running miles 
with weighted rucksacks and a 
gas mask. 

“During one of his first days 
at Combat Control School, I no-
ticed a slight smirk on his face 
like (the training) was too sim-
ple for him … and it was,” said 
Childress. 

Following Combat Control 
School, Chapman served with 
the 1721st Combat Control 
Squadron at Pope Air Force 

Program combats pilot shortage
Airman 1st Class  

Zoe M. Wockenfuss
436th airlift Wing public affairS

DOVER AIR FORCE 
BASE, Del. — Dover Air-
men hosted a group of 24 fu-
ture pilots as participants of 
the Aviation Character Ed-
ucation Flight Program for 
a tour July 19 at Dover Air 
Force Base, Delaware. 

The ACE Flight Pro-
gram is one of the new ini-
tiatives working to combat 

the growing pilot shortage 
affecting the Air Force. 
The program is a joint ef-
fort between the Air Force 
and Delaware State Univer-
sity to provide students ini-
tial flight training in civil-
ian aircraft and a structured 
environment that provides 
exposure and education on 
military aviation careers. It 
is designed to motivate par-
ticipants to pursue aviation 
careers, including the Air 
Force, through mentorship 

and tangible flight experi-
ences.

The students of the pro-
gram were hand select-
ed from their units, includ-
ing Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Corps, civil air 
patrol, AFROTC, the Air 
Force Academy and Air 
Force lieutenants preparing 
for undergrad pilot training. 
All of the participants are 
on a path toward aviation 
and excelled in their specific 

u.S. air force photo/airman 1st class Zoe M. Wockenfuss

Students of the Aviation Character and Education Flight Program sit inside a life raft during their 
tour of Aircrew Flight Equipment, July 19, at Dover Air Force Base, Del. The life rafts hold 25 
people and are a mandatory item aboard mobility aircraft.

See SHORTAGE Page 22

See MEDAL Page 22

CHECKLIST

Folios OK NO

Headlines OK NO

Cutlines OK NO NA

Mugs OK NO NA

Graphics OK NO NA

Stories end OK NO

Jumplines OK NO NA

Ads OK NO NA

NO=Not OK; NA=Not applicable

Reprint Y N

Initials 

August 3, 2018 tAilwind   11Air Force

11

Family owned and operated.
Owner…Don Westhaver,
Over 45 Years Experience
Proud Military Parents

First Time Customers:
Bring ad in for visual 26 pt inspection

You Served. 
You Save.

Save with Military Discounts from these fine businesses!

1671 E. Monte Vista
Suite #213
Vacaville
(707) 999-4602

www.healthyweightlossvacaville.com

NORTH BAY TRUCK 
CENTER

1245 Illinois St
Fairfield, Ca
94533
(707) 427-1386

www.northbaytruckcenter.com

MITCHELL’S
HAULING, CLEANING, ORGANIZING, 

PACKING, & HOUSE CLEANING

Suisun City, 
CA 94585
(707) 386-1312
Lic. #22444 
Insured

DIXON LANDSCAPE 
MATERIALS

150 E. H St.
Dixon, CA 95620
(707) 678-8200

www.dixonlandscapematerials.com

CAL ROOFING SYSTEMS
Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 447-3132
Lic. #560708

www.calroofingsystems.com

2499-C Martin Road, Fairfield
(707) 422-3626

Lic# 274529www.acmeglasscompany,com

PACAF welcomes 
new commander
Pacific Air Forces Public Affairs

JOINT BASE PEARL HAR-
BOR-HICKAM, Hawaii —  
Joining a proud legacy of lead-
ers, Gen. C.Q. Brown Jr. as-
sumed command of Pacific Air 
Forces during a ceremony July 

26 at Joint base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam, Hawaii.

Presiding over the ceremo-
ny, Air Force Vice Chief of Staff 
Gen. Stephen W. Wilson ex-
pressed confidence in Brown 

Visit Travis at FACEBOOK.com/TravisAirForceBase

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Jack Sanders

Gen. C.Q. Brown Jr. gives his remarks after assuming command of 
Pacific Air Forces in a ceremony July 26 at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam, Hawaii. PACAF is responsible for Air Force activities spread over 
half the globe in a command that supports more than 46,000 Airmen 
serving principally in Japan, Korea, Hawaii, Alaska, and Guam.

See PACAF Page 25



Robins Public Affairs

ROBINS AIR FORCE 
BASE, Ga. — The Air Force 
initiated its own depot mainte-
nance here for the E-8C Joint 
Surveillance Target Attack Ra-
dar System aircraft July 17 to 
deliver more aircraft faster, 
leading to increased readiness 
for warfighters.

Officials with the JSTARS 
program office at Robins AFB 
want to increase the number 
of aircraft available for oper-
ations and training as the ser-
vice transitions to the Ad-
vanced Battle Management 
System, a capability that will 
fuse global air and space intel-
ligence, surveillance, and re-
connaissance information.

One way to deliver assets 
quicker and meet operation-
al need is for the government 
workforce at Warner Robins 
Air Logistics Complex to sup-
plement the contractor work-
load, said Brig. Gen. John Ku-
binec, commander of the 
complex.

“We have a tremendous-
ly talented workforce of uni-
formed and civilian Airmen 
who are excited about the op-
portunity to prove them-
selves by working on this first 
JSTARS aircraft,” Kubinec 
said. “We are leveraging the 

experience of the operational 
wings and the program office 
team here at Robins to improve 
warfighting readiness.”

The proof of concept will 
help the Air Force better un-
derstand the costs of per-
forming JSTARS depot main-
tenance organically. If the 

organic maintenance concept 
is proven successful, the Air 
Force currently plans to in-
duct one aircraft per year at 
Robins over the next couple 
of years. 

The Air Force intends to fly 
JSTARS into the mid-to-late 

2020s while the follow-on 
Advanced Battle Manage-
ment System is developed. 
ABMS will integrate battle-
field surveillance informa-
tion from a variety of sensors 
to provide commanders better 
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1411 Oliver Road. Ste. 180
Fair�eld

JUDY GRESS
REALTOR®

 Broker Associate
DRE #01321725

(707) 330-5757

�  Full Time REALTOR®
�  Local resident for over 30 years
�  Specializing in Solano County residential
�  Certi�ed Distressed Property Expert 
�  International exposure for listings
�  REALTOR® since 2000

Judy_Gress@yahoo.com

Benicia Grill II

Happy

Hour

Mon & Tue 6am-3pm • Wed & Thurs 6am-9pm 
Fri & Sat 6am-10pm • Sun 6am-3pm

Banquet Room  
available for 
any event. 

Buy One Breakfast 
or Lunch Get One 
$7 OFF

With the purchase  
of 2 drinks.

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner Special
Buy One Get One 

50% Off 
With the purchase  

of 2 drinks.

5-6pm

Wednesday  
thru Saturday

KARAOKE

6pm-Close
No Cover Charge

In Fair�eld

3002 Rockville Rd., 
Fairfield

*$150 refundable  
cleaning deposit

 (707) 249-9650
Military & First Responder Discounts Available

STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLE!

8x20 
$150 mo. 

On-site Management
Security
All Drive-up Doors 
Easy I-80 Access

Call For 
Appt.

Technical 
sergeant 
promotion 
corrected

Air Force’s Personnel Center 
Public Affairs

JOINT BASE SAN ANTO-
NIO-RANDOLPH, Texas — 
Following the recent techni-
cal sergeant/18E6 promotion 
cycle release and Airmen ex-
pressing concerns about se-
lection rates in the Refueling/
Bomber Aircraft Maintenance 
(2A5X4) Air Force Specialty 
Code, the Air Force’s Person-
nel Center identified 57 Air-
men in that AFSC with an “A” 
shred-out (C-135/E-3/E-8 air-
craft) who were improperly 
considered for promotion.

No other Airmen were im-
pacted by this error in the 
18E6 promotion cycle.

AFPC is directly notifying 
those Airmen incorrectly con-
sidered, and not selected, that 
they will receive automatic 
supplemental promotion con-
sideration within the correct 
AFSC.

“Once we became aware of 
this anomaly, our enlisted pro-
motions team identified the 
Airmen affected,” said Maj. 
Gen. Brian Kelly, AFPC com-
mander. “These Airmen will 
receive automatic supplemen-
tal promotion consideration 
at the original promotion rate 
within their proper AFSC. 
This provides a fair opportuni-
ty for selection.”

Those 2A5X4 Airmen al-
ready selected for promotion 
in the 18E6 promotion cycle 
will be unaffected.

Earlier this year, a career 
field initiative for Refueling/
Bomber Aircraft Maintenance 
(2A5X4) Airmen in the ‘A’ (C-
135/E-3/E-8 aircraft) and ‘C’ 
(KC-46 aircraft) shred-outs 
was directed to allow the two 
shreds to compete for pro-
motion together, but separate 
from other 2A5X4 Airmen. 
During the recent cycle, some 
records for Airmen with the 

Robins begins JSTARS maintenance

See CORRECTED Page 19

U.S. Air National Guard photo/Senior Master Sgt. Roger Parsons

Airman 1st Class Amanda Bodony, a broadcast journalist from 116th Air Control Wing Public Affairs, Georgia 
Air National Guard, films an E-8C Joint STARS towing operation July 17 at Robins Air Force Base, Ga. This is 
the first JSTARS aircraft scheduled for depot maintenance at the Warner Robins Air Logistics Complex.

See JSTARS Page 20
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We Accept

TRICARE / TRICARE For Life
Who can be seen at our Eye Clinic?

-All Military Spouses and their Dependents with Tricare Prime,
All Retirees with Tricare Prime,

All Retirees and their Spouses with Tricare for Life / Medicare,
and All members needing Contact Lenses Prescriptions

Family Eye Doctors near Travis AFB
ATTENTION: ALL MILITARY SPOUSES
& DEPENDENTS AND ALL RETIREES,

SPOUSES & DEPENDENTS
WHY WAIT WEEKS FOR AN EYE EXAM?

Located 1 mile north of Air Base Parkway,
in the Raley’s Plaza

on the corner of N. Texas St. & Dickson Hill Rd.

80

Air Base Pkwy

Dickson Hill Road

N
. T

ex
as

Dr. Larry Huey • Dr. Don Hsiao
Optometrists

Travis Family Optometry
301 Dickson Hill Road Ste. B

Fairfield, CA 94533
(707) 437-9600

Officials pick eight 
for fellows program

Richard Salomon
Air Force’s Personnel center  

Public AFFAirs

JOINT BASE SAN ANTO-
NIO-RANDOLPH, Texas — 
Air Force officials have select-
ed eight active-duty officers 
for the Defense Advanced Re-
search Projects Agency Ser-
vice Chiefs’ Fellows Program. 

DARPA serves as the De-
partment of Defense’s cen-
tral research and development 
agency and makes pivotal in-
vestments in breakthrough 
technologies to support nation-
al security and U.S. strategic 
goals.

The fellows program was 
established to expose military 
officers and government civil-
ians to a unique organization 
whose mission is to develop in-
novative and often high-risk 
research ideas offering signifi-
cant technological impact.  

“These fellowships help 
participants gain important 
research experience and then 
return to the field with 
an increased knowledge of 
how DARPA supports DoD’s 
missions,” said Kris Hunt-
er, deputy chief of officer 

developmental education at 
the Air Force’s Personnel Cen-
ter. 

During the three-month 
fellowship, participants from 
each service branch learn 
about specific technologies 
that are of interest to them and 
to their respective services as 
well as the breadth of DAR-
PA’s research and mission. 

The 2018 Air Force partici-
pants are:

•  Lt. Col. David Chaboya, 
Headquarters Air Force.

•  Lt. Col. Nathan Taylor, Air 
Force Materiel Command.

•  Maj. Michael Fritts, Air 
Force Materiel Command.

•  Maj. John Hobson, Air 
Education and Training Com-
mand.

•  Maj. John McShane, 
Headquarters Air Force.

•  Maj. John Powers, Air 
Education and Training Com-
mand.

•  Maj. Allen Varghese, Air 
Force Space Command.

•  Maj. John Wisecup, Air 
Combat Command.

For more information, go to 
myPers and select “Any” from 
the dropdown menu and search 
“DARPA.”

Leader returns to service
Maj. Marnee A.C. Losurdo

403rd Wing Public AFFAirs

KEESLER AIR FORCE 
BASE, Miss. — The com-
mander of the Air Force 
Reserve’s 815th Airlift 

Squadron “Flying Jen-
nies” retired with 20 years 
of service from the U.S. 
Air Force in a ceremony 
at the Roberts Consolidat-
ed Maintenance Facility 
July 28.

Lt. Col. Stuart M. Rubio, 
an active-duty C-130 pilot 
who has been commander 
of the Flying Jennies since 
January 2016, will continue 
to serve as the commander, 

u.s. Air Force photo/tech. sgt. ryan labadens

Lt. Col. Stuart M. Rubio, commander of the Air Force Reserve’s 815th Airlift Squadron 
“Flying Jennies” speaks at his retirement ceremony held July 28 at the Roberts Consolidated 
Maintenance Facility, Keesler Air Force Base, Miss.

See RETURNS Page 19
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Reserve maintainer perseveres with music, art career
Staff Sgt. Shelton Sherrill

403rd Wing Public AffAirs

KEESLER AIR FORCE 
BASE, Miss. — From a church 
pulpit to a stage bar, this former 
preacher walks into the spot-
light. As his fingers dance on the 
guitar strings, his voice sings 
tales of pain, perseverance and 
his journey to exuberance. As if 
in a trance, the audience hangs 
on to this every word, and in 
those moments, this native Ala-
bama Airman is able to live out 
his dream.

“I’m living the best days of 
my life right now. Maybe the 
better days are in front of me, 
but I know these days are far 
better than the ones that preced-
ed it,” said Tech. Sgt. Abraham 
Partridge, 403rd Maintenance 
Squadron intergraded missions 
systems technician.

Partridge has topped mu-
sic charts, exhibited paintings 
at events, and played at exclu-
sive music venues, but his life 
wasn’t always full of happiness. 
His road to happiness was filled 
with some tough times wrapped 

in despair.
At 18, Partridge moved out 

to pursue a theological degree. 
Four years later, he not only 
earned a degree, but he also 
met the woman who became his 
wife. They later moved to the 
Appalachian Mountains in Ken-
tucky where Partridge said he 
accepted a pastorship and was 
in charge of guiding other souls.

Quickly realizing he had the 
ability to influence people’s lives, 
Partridge began to look deeper 
into what he was teaching. Par-
tridge said he began to see a dif-
ferent truth than what he was 
preaching to others. Tormented 

and conflicted, he said he had to 
decide to follow his own beliefs, 
which went against the church’s 
beliefs, or accept this reality and 
live in an eternal jail.

“It (preaching) became 
something that I couldn’t do 
anymore,” said Partridge. “So, 
I packed everything I owned, 
my family, drove back to Mobile, 
moved in with my mother and 
started over.”

After returning home, Par-
tridge took a minimum wage job 
and then bounced around doing 
various manual labor jobs un-
til he joined the Air Force Re-
serve. During these dark times 
of doubt and uncertainty, Par-
tridge’s pen and paintbrush 
were a therapeutic guide and 
outlet that brought him back to 
happiness.

He started working a steady 
civilian job while serving once 
a month as a reservist until go-
ing on a deployment overseas 
in 2013. Upon his return, Par-
tridge took a full-time position 
as an Air Reserve Technician. 
This newly found job security 
and benefits that the Air Force 
Reserve provided, allowed him 
more time to realize what made 
him happy in life. So he start-
ed to perfect those talents which 
were once his savior: art and 
music.

“At the same time I started 
to write songs, I created visu-
al art,” said Partridge. “It made 
me feel good. No one ever appre-
ciated it, so I was secretive about 
my artwork and songs for a long 
time.”

The more his skills grew, the 

more he would let other people 
peek into the artistic world that 
he had created.

“His passion for music is be-
yond anything I have ever wit-
nessed,” said Tech. Sgt. Ear-
nest Scruggs, a maintainer with 
the 803rd Aircraft Maintenance 
Squadron. “For years it was 
something that he did just for 
himself, close friends and fam-
ily. Lucky for us, he started to 
open to the world a little and let a 
few more of us hear some of the 
songs he had written.”

As time passed, Partridge 
said he finally did his first per-
formance in front of a live audi-
ence. It was during a songwrit-
ing competition in Gulf Shores, 
Alabama. A crowd of more than 
200 people gave him a standing 
ovation at the end of the show. 
Not only did he gain confidence 
in his talents, he also met a pro-
ducer who helped him record 
his first album. That record pro-
vided him notoriety and started 
him on the road of touring.

“I’ve been playing shows 
from Texas to Key Largo to 
Cleveland,” said Partridge. “All 
while being an ART, a reservist, 
a father and a husband, which is 
really difficult.”

Partridge’s determination 

u.s. Air force photos/staff sgt. shelton sherrill

Tech. Sgt. Abraham Partridge, a 403rd Maintenance Squadron intergraded missions systems technician, 
performs April 7 at a venue in Mobile, Ala. Partridge plays folk music and creates folk art.

See ART Page 21

“I really feel like 
perseverance  
has led me 
here and I have 
been extremely 
blessed.”

— Tech. St. Abraham 
Partridge
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Story and photos by  
Airman 1st Class Christian Conrad

60th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

It’s hot. In the middle of a sum-
mer that came far too early and 
has a history of staying far too 
late, Travis Air Force Base, Cali-
fornia, is hot. 

Inside the base’s fitness cen-
ter, the warm, fluorescent atmo-
sphere is heated to a stifling de-
gree by the straining and frantic 
energies of those who are work-
ing out. The gym is split into dis-
tinct groups all huddling under 
what finite space exists beneath 
the few scattered air conditioning 
vents. The space separating them 
becomes a sort of “temperate no 
man’s land” with gym-goers only 
traversing its puddles of sweat to 
fill their water bottles or migrate 
to a new huddle.

In the middle of all this, 
though, is a man in a full bat-
tle combat uniform fully intent 
on working out in exactly that, 
the heat be damned. His name 
is Master Sgt. Christofer Gal-
badores, 821st Contingency Re-
sponse Squadron force protection 
flight chief and, as of July 23, al-
pha warrior.

Galbadores, who ran in last 
Monday’s Alpha Warrior Compe-
tition, says working out in his uni-
form is all about readiness.

“I learned that things are a lot 
easier when you are comfortable 
with being uncomfortable,” he 
said. “When feeling discomfort is 
the norm, it reduces the amount 
of stress I may be exposed to in 
any situation.”

That situation, he continued, 
may be one where he’s alerted to 
deploy on just hours’ notice.

The 821st CRS is a squadron 
within the 621st Contingency Re-
sponse Wing whose mission is 
that of “training and rapidly de-
ploying personnel to quickly open 
airfields and establish, expand, 
sustain and coordinate air mobil-
ity operations,” according to the 
621st CRW website.

What this translates to on an 
individual level is constant up-
keep of the four pillars of Com-
prehensive Airman Fitness, said 
Galbadores.

The pillars of CAF are ones 

long-touted by Air Force leader-
ship as qualities that are pivot-
al in both an Airman’s well-being 
and their ability to accomplish 
the mission. They include spiri-
tual, physical, social and mental 
fitness, and in Galbadores’ case, 
can best be represented by four 
other pillars in his life: Yasmin, 
Cain, Maximus and Kingston.

Yasmin Galbadores ended up 
participating in the Alpha War-
rior competition alongside her 
husband. Their three boys, Cain, 
Maximus and Kingston, were 
also present, providing an impor-
tant facet of fanfare to the com-
peting couple.

According to Yasmin, though, 
being the mother of three boys 
isn’t always about having your 
own mobile fan section.

“It definitely keeps you on 
your toes,” she said. “But it’s 
also given me an opportunity to 
show my boys that women are 
strong too. Staying healthy is im-
portant to us as a family and go-
ing through the Alpha Warrior 
course was just another step in 

keeping so.”
The Alpha Warrior course, 

which consists of a sprawling 
mass of metal pipes and obsta-
cles called a “battle rig,” is part 
of a recent Air Force initiative to 
encourage base families to take 
pride in their physical fitness and 
motivate Airmen to push their 
limits in respect to being mem-
bers of a total force.

Just as important as the pro-
gram’s results is the program it-
self; the premise of which is how 
to turn something many people 
view as monotonous or difficult 
into something fun and engaging.

“What’s interesting about (Al-
pha Warrior) is it brings a fun 
value to working out and fitness,” 
said David Nolan, Alpha Warrior 
chief executive officer. “In oth-
er words, when you’re doing the 
obstacles and doing the training, 
it’s not just going to the gym—it’s 
a fun way of constantly moving 
around.”

“Fun” is a subjective word. 
Despite their high levels of fit-
ness, the course ended up getting 

the better of the Galbadores cou-
ple whose daily workouts include 
a minimum of 100 pushups and 
more recently, 50 muscle-ups.

The high temperature of the 
room combined with Galba-
dores’ heavy, cotton-nylon blend-
ed uniform may have been a fac-
tor, though he said the grips of the 
obstacles themselves didn’t treat 
him any nicer.

“After one of the obstacles, I 
had ripped calluses off both my 
hands—both bloody and sting-
ing,” said Galbadores. “Ultimate-
ly, I fell off. I failed, but that’s 
okay. I took a shot and I know 
what I need to do now to conquer 
it next time. With failure comes 
growth, as long as you continue to 
move forward.”

Yasmin, who was only the sec-
ond person to attempt the course 
out of an approximately 50-per-
son pool, had a similar experi-
ence.

“I’m so happy that I tried, and 
regardless of the results, I gave it 
my best,” she said.

More than any sense of per-
sonal glory, Yasmin said she 
hopes her sons saw the value in 
the display and that they learn 
what benefits come with staying 
active.

“A parent is always a child’s 
first role model in every aspect 
of life,” she said. “Showing them 
that you can have fun while chal-
lenging yourself is important be-
cause they’ll never know what 
they’re truly capable of until they 
try.”

At six, four and one, respec-
tively, Cain, Maximus and Kings-
ton are internalizing the les-
sons expounded by their parents 
in ways only a six, four and one-
year-old can.

“Why is it important to exer-
cise,” Galbadores asked them.

“So I can protect my family,” 
said Cain. “Exercise is good so 
you don’t have a heart attack.”

“Because I want to get stron-
ger,” said Maximus.

Kingston, the newest addi-
tion to the Galbadores fami-
ly, responded in what is likely a 
one-year-old’s primary mode of 
communication: flatulence.

“He’ll get there,” said Yasmin.

Travis family bonds during Alpha Warrior Competition

u.s. Air force photo/Airman 1st class christian conrad

4) Master Sgt. Christofer Galbadores, 821st Contingency Response Squadron 
force protection flight chief, goes through the Alpha Warrior “big rig” as part of 
the Alpha Warrior Competition July 23 at Travis Air Force Base, Calif.

1) Maj. Matthew Stillman, 60th Security Forces Squadron operations officer, hangs from the “demon steps,” a part of the Alpha Warrior Competition’s “big rig” obstacle course July 23 at Travis 
Air Force Base, Calif. The obstacle involves traversing a stretch of ascending and descending staggered ledges using only your upper body. 2) Tawnee Leonardo, professional Alpha Warrior athlete, 
tackles an obstacle on the Alpha Warrior course’s “big rig.” Leonardo’s role during the competition was emcee as well as offering first-hand advice to the athletes through some of the more 
challenging obstacles. 3 )Master Sgt. Khafiz Gondry, 60th Logistic Readiness Squadron first sergeant, traverses the Alpha Warrior “big rig” during the competition. Gondry was among the group of 
parents who ran the course with their children. 5) Kevin Klein, Alpha Warrior professional athlete, ascends the “salmon ladder” obstacle as part of a demonstration for Airmen preparing to tackle 
Alpha Warrior’s “battle rig.”
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counseling for teens and young adults. Text 
741-741 anywhere in the United States and a 
live, trained crisis counselor responds quickly.

Employee-Vehicle Certification and 
Reporting System. Civilian and military 
personnel must maintain emissions information 
with the Web-based ECARS system. For more 
information, call Xuyen Lieu at 707-424-5103.

Exceptional Family Member Program 
Sensory Play Group. This group meets from 2 
to 4 p.m. the second and fourth Wednesdays at 
the Balfour Beatty Community Center. For more 
information, call 707-424-4342 or visit the 
Facebook page “EFMP Travis AFB.”

Family Advocacy Parent/Child 
playgroups. Toddlers to the Max Playgroup for 
children ages 1 to 3 meets from 9:30 to  
11 a.m. Wednesdays at the First Street Chapel 
Annex. The Rattles to Raspberries Playgroup for 
infants 8 weeks to 1 year meets 9:30 to 11 a.m. 
Thursdays at the First Street Chapel Annex. For 
more information, call 707-423-5168. 

Family and Friends Combat Stress 
Peer Support Group. Meets from noon to  
1 p.m. the first Tuesday of every month at the 
Balfour Beatty Community Center and from  
1 to 2 p.m. the third Thursday of each month at 
The Peak. For more information, contact Amber 
Quirate and Jessica Soto at 501-231-7756 or 
email travsopcombatptsd@gmail.com.

Government no-fee passports. All 
submissions of applications for government 
no-fee passports must now include: 1) A 
photocopy of Military Identification Card front 
and back; 2) Passport photo taken in the past 
six months; 3) Supporting document(s), proof 
of U.S. citizenship certified copy with state or 
county seal, if it involved a name change submit 
a court order or marriage certificate. Passport 
application cannot be handwritten and printed 
back to back and must be completed online 
with 2D barcode at website https://pptform.
state.gov and/or https://travel.state.gov. For 
more information, call 707-424-5324.

Hometown News Releases. To submit  
a Hometown News Release, visit  
https://jhns.release.dma.mil/public and fill out 
the information.

LGBT Alliance. General membership 
meetings take place at 6 p.m. the first 
Wednesday of every month at the Airman and 
Family Readiness Center. For more information, 
email lgbtalliance707@gmail.com or call 
707-424-2486.

Mare Island Museum. Free admission 
from Memorial Day to Labor for active and 
Reserve military, National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration and dependents 
with ID cards. Open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturdays. 
1100 Railroad Ave. in Vallejo. For more 
information, call 707-557-4646.

M-50 Gas Mask Fit Testing. Takes place 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. every Wednesday at Bldg. 
791. All deployers are fit as necessary. For more 
information, call 707-424-2689.

Mitchell Memorial Library. Open 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and 
closed Sunday.

Montezuma Shrine Club. Meets every 
third Thursday of the month at the Masonic 
Center, 412 Travis Blvd., Fairfield. For more 
information, call Mike Michaelis at 707-427-
2573 or Cal Gitsham at 707-425-0060.

Motorcycle licensing and training. 
California Rider Education offers the 
Motorcyclists Training Course, Basic Riders 
Course 2 and the Military Sportsbike Riders 
Course on base. MTC classes take place most 
weekends. Motorcycles and helmets provided. 
Successful completion gives students a DL389 
that waives the skills test at DMV. Course cost 
covered for active duty, reserves, some DoD 
and NAF folks. Family members welcome, but 
must cover own costs. All registrations done via 
phone at 1-800-966-3844.

MPF self-renewal program. Did you 
know that dependents can now renew their ID 
cards online? To participate in this program, visit 
http://bit.ly/2mR1gI2. This program is limited 
only for renewing dependents’ IDs. For all other 
services, visit MPF during duty hours or 
call 707-424-8483.

On-base child care. The Air Force 
requires on-base residents to be licensed by the 
60th Mission Support Group if they provide 
more than 10 hours of care per week in their 
homes. For more information, call 707-424-
8104 or 707-424-4596 or stop by Bldg. 380B.

Photocopying of military identifica-
tion. The prohibition of photocopying of U.S. 
government identification Common Access 
Card announced by the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense, dated Oct. 27, 2011, does 
not apply to medical establishments, applying 
for government-issued, no-fee passport and 
other U.S. government agencies in the 
performance of official government business. 
This requirement does not apply to minors ages 
16 or younger. However, it applies to sponsors. 
For more information, call 707-424-5324.

Professional Loadmaster Association. 
The Professional Loadmaster Association meets 

at 7 p.m. the first Tuesday of each month at the 
Delta Breeze Club. For more information, call 
Mark Raymond at 707-416-5331.

Retiree Activities Office. Openings for 
volunteers. Customers are retired American 
service members and their family members. It is 
the RAO’s responsibility to maintain open 
communication and to ensure retirees receive 
the service and the respect they deserve. If you 
would like to apply for a volunteer slot and have 
three hours or more to give, call 707-424-3905.

60th Air Mobility Wing Information 
Protection Office. All requests are done on 
Thursdays and by appointment only. Schedule 
an appointment by calling 707-424-3114 or by 
emailing 60amw.ip@us.af.mil. Fingerprinting is 
only for federal employment and for agencies 
with a valid support agreement. For emergen-
cies, call 707-424-3114.

Solano/Napa Habitat for Humanity. 
This organization welcomes volunteers and 
supporters from all backgrounds. There are 
recurring events Tuesday through Saturday. For 
more information, email Staff Sgt. Mathew 
Clayton at mathew.clayton@us.af.mil.

Travis Community Thrift Shop. 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday. Ongoing need 
for volunteers to organize, sort and price 
donations. For more information, contact the 
Thrift Shop at 707-437-2370.

Travis Composite Squadron 22 Civil 
Air Patrol. Open to youth from 12 to 18, as 
well as adults ages 18 or older who train and 
serve as the volunteer component of the total 
force. UTA is 6:30 to 9 p.m. Monday, Bldg. 
241-B -2. Open to all students with a 2.0 or 
higher grade-point average. For more 
information, contact CAP 1st Lt. Jo Nash at 
707-424-3996 or recruiting@squadron22-cap.
us, visit during a UTA or check out http://
squadron22-cap.us.

Travis Heritage Center. The facility is 
looking to add to its historical collection. It is 
missing the past 15 years of conflict in which 
Travis was involved. Do you have something 
special to donate for generations to appreciate? 
The center also seeks volunteers. The gift shop 
is open 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday. For more information, call Rick Shea 
at 707-424-5598 or email richard.shea@us.af.
mil.

Travis Legal Office. Power of attorney 
and notaries are walk-ins 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday. Legal assistance for 
active duty members and dependents are 
walk-ins from 2 to 3 p.m. Tuesday. For all wills 
and retiree legal assistance, call 707-424-3251 
to make an appointment.

Tuskegee Airman Lee A. Archer Chapter. 
Meets at 1 p.m. third Saturday of the month at 
Nut Tree Airport. For more information, call 
James Harris at 707-631-6361.

Voluntary Leave Transfer Program. 
The following Travis employees are approved as 
leave recipients through the Voluntary Leave 
Transfer Program:

•  Jessica Pope, 349th Air Mobility Wing.
•  Tony Brown, Scott Air Force Base.
•  James Van Nostrand.
•  Anonymous employee, McConnell Air 

Force Base, Kansas.

The VLTP allows an employee who has a 
medical emergency or is affected by a medical 
emergency of a family member and is without 
availability of paid leave to receive transferred 
annual leave directly from other employees. For 
more information, call 707-424-1720.

What’s Cookin’ Wednesday. Free lunch 
at the Travis AFB USO Bldg. 1348. Served from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. every Wednedsay. For active 
duty, Guard, reservist and their families.

Local events
Events

Benicia Art Walk. 2 to 7 p.m. second 
Saturday of the month in September, October, 
downtown. www.artsbenicia.org/benicia-art-
walk.

Benicia Farmers Market. 4 p.m. 
Thursdays, through October, First Street 
between B and D streets. 745-9791.

Fairfield Farmers Market. 3 p.m. 
Thursdays, through Oct. 7, corner of Jefferson 
and Texas streets. www.fairfieldmainstreet.
com.

Ghost Walk, Benicia. 8 p.m. Friday, 
leaves from 90 First St. 745-9791.

Ghost Walk, Suisun City. 8 p.m. Aug. 17, 
leaves from Virgil’s Bait Shop, 201 Main St., 
Suisun City; 8 p.m. Aug. 18, leaves from the 
Lawler House, 718 Main St. www.suisunwater-
front.com.

“Jackson Bolt” Launch Party. 7 p.m. 
Aug. 11, 100 Lincoln Road East, Vallejo. www.
facebook.com/events/684173441917853.

“Sounds of Suspense.” Radio broadcast, 

noon fourth Friday of each month, Vacaville 
Public Library-Town Square, 1 Town Square 
Place. Free. www.solanolibrary.com.

Summer Movie Series. “Beauty and the 
Beast,” Saturday; “Wonder,” Aug. 11; Sheldon 
Plaza, Suisun City. Free.

Vallejo Art Walk. 5 to 10 p.m. second 
Friday of each month, downtown Vallejo. Free 
admission. www.vallejoartwalk.com.

Vacaville Farmers Market. 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Saturdays, through Oct. 27, Creekwalk Pla-
za at Andrews Park, downtown Vacaville. www.
facebook.com/VacavilleFarmersMarket.

Vallejo Farmers Market. 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Saturday, year-round, Georgia and Marin 
streets. www.pcfma.com.

Vintage Market. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. every 
third Saturday, St. Paul’s United Methodist 
Church, 101 West St., Vacaville. 925-978-6989.

Wine Tasting on the Square. 5:30 p.m. 
Thursdays, through Aug. 9, 700 Main St., 
Suisun City. www.suisunwaterfront.com..

Music and dance
City Sports Bar and Grill. Buster, 9:30 

p.m. Aug. 4; Steve Franklin Band, 9:30 p.m. 
Aug. 11; 155 Browns Valley Parkway, Vacaville. 
455-7827, www.starsrecreation.com.

Downtown Theatre. Rosalin Pugh, 7 p.m. 
Aug. 28; 1035 Texas St., Fairfield. www.
downtowntheatre.com.

Empress Theatre. The Music of Dan 
Hicks, 6 p.m. Aug. 4; Joyce Gran, 7:30 p.m. 
Aug. 8: “RGB” film screening, 7 p.m. Aug. 9; 
GetitIndy Cake Concert, 8 p.m. Aug. 10; Hot 
Havana Nights, 5:30 p.m. Aug. 11; 330 
Virginia St., Vallejo. 552-2400, www.
empresstheatre.org.

News Notes
Death notice. 1st Lt. Cheyenne Rolon is 

authorized to make disposition of the personal 
property of Senior Airman Tyler Evan Colvin, 
deceased, 660th Aircraft Maintenance 
Squadron, as stated in AFI 34-511. Any person 
having claims for or against the deceased 
person, contact Rolon by phone at 707-424-2114 
or email cheyenne.rolon@us.af.mil.

STEM Workshop. Takes place Aug. 14-18 
at the Travis Heritage Center. Explore the 
principles of physics in aerodynamics, robotics 
and rocketry. Class size limit 10. Ages 12-17. 
$100 fee covers materials. Contact STEM 
Docent Ken Endrizzi 707-673-7891.

Commissioning briefing. 2 p.m. Aug. 29 
in Room 133, the C-17 training room at Bldg. 
165.

60th FSS
Upcoming events

MLB discount tickets. Get tickets to the 
upcoming games: Atlanta Braves at Giants on 
Sept. 11. For more information, call 707-424-0969.

Summer activities for children
Say It with Music Camp. Aug. 13–17 for 

ages 9–12 and 13–18. Children will learn 
everything from music production to music writing 
and poetry. Space is limited to 35 participants. To 
register, call 424-5392.

Archery Camp. Sept. 24–28 for ages 9–12 
and 13–18. This camp will instruct on and 
demonstrate the ability to participate in activities to 
enhance targeting accuracy, strategy, tactical 
analysis and physical fitness. Space is limited to 35 
participants. To register, call 424-5392.

News and notes
Dependent ID card renewal. Dependents 

can now renew their ID cards online at http://bit.
ly/2C01q9e.

Closures
NAF Human Resources Office hours. The 

office will close every Thursday. Business hours are 
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday, Tuesday 
Wednesday and Friday. NAF HRO also is closed on 
federal holidays. For more information, call 
707-424-4749.

u u u
For more information on FSS, visit  

http://www.travisfss.com.

Chapel programs
Recurring events

Catholic
Twin Peaks Chapel

• Roman Catholic Mass: 9 a.m. and noon 
Sunday.

• Children’s Church: 10:15 a.m. Sunday.
• Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession: 

4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Wednesday or upon 
appointment.

• Infant Baptism Prep Class: Two classes. 
Registration required. 6 to 7 p.m., quarterly.

• Youth Choir: 1 p.m. Sunday.
• Children’s Choir: 2 p.m. Sunday.
• Adult Choir: 4 p.m. Sunday.
• Women’s Bible Study: 10 a.m. (at First 

Street Chapel).
• Catholic Women of the Chapel: 6 p.m. 

first Monday of every month, Annex.
• Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: 6 to  

7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Annex.
• RE Classes: 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. Sunday, 

RE Wing.
First Street Chapel

• Mom’s Group: 9 to 11:30 a.m. Thursday 
and Friday.

DGMC Chapel
• Roman Catholic Mass: Noon to 12:35 

p.m. Monday through Thursday, except for 
federal holidays.

The Church of Jesus Christ  
of Latter-day Saints

• Sacrament Services: 9 and 11 a.m. 
Sunday at Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints Fairfield Stake Center, 2700 Camrose 
Ave., Fairfield. 

DGMC Chapel
• Latter-day Saints Service: 4 to 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday at DGMC Medical Center Chapel.
• For all other inquiries, call LDS  

Military relations representatives at 707-535-
6979.

Protestant
First Street Chapel

• Protestant Community Service: 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m. Sunday.

• Gospel Worship Service: 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Sunday.

• Children’s Ministry is provided for 
6-month-olds through fifth grade.

• Protestant Men of the Chapel: 8 to 9 a.m., 
first Saturday of every month.

Twin Peaks Chapel
• Protestant Women of the Chapel:  

9:30 to 11 a.m. Tuesday.
DGMC Chapel

• Protestant Traditional Service: 10 to 11 
a.m. Sunday.

Airmen’s Ministry Center
• The Peak is open from 6 to 9 p.m. 

Monday through Friday at Bldg. 1348. 
Home-cooked meal at 6 p.m. Tuesdays followed 
at 7 p.m. by Bible study.

u u u
For more information about chapel 

programs, call Twin Peaks Chapel at 707-424-
3217.

Recurring
Air Force Office of Special Investiga-

tions. To report a crime, get a foreign travel brief 
or request information on joining AFOSI, report to 
Bldg. 380B, second floor. Send correspondence 
to AFOSI Detachment 303, 510 Airlift CR, Travis 
AFB, 94535. For more information, call 
707-424-3115 or DSN: 837-3115.

Air Force Recruiting Office. Now open at 
the Solano Town Center mall. Learn more about 
what the Air Force has to offer, such as up to 
100-percent tuition assistance, 30 days paid 
vacation per year, free medical and dental care, 
tax-free housing and food allowance and much 
more. Contact Tech. Sgt. George Yardley at 
707-889-3088 or stop by the office located at 
1350 Travis Blvd. Suite P2, Fairfield, in the 
Solano mall.

Air Force Sergeants Association 
“Walter E. Scott” Chapter 1320. General 
membership meetings are at 2 p.m. on the 
second Friday of every month at Wingman’s in 
the Delta Breeze Club. For more information, 
contact Senior Master Sgt. Angell Nichols or 
Tech. Sgt. Rebecca Linden de Romero.

Airmen’s Attic. The Airmen’s Attic is open 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday 
and 4 to 6 p.m. Wednesday. 560 Hickam Ave. 
For more information, call 707-424-8740 or visit 
the Facebook page “The Attic at Travis AFB.”

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group. 
Meetings take place from 1 to 2:30 p.m. the third 
Thursday of the month in the diabetic education 
classroom on the first floor in Internal Medicine 
at David Grant USAF Medical Center. For more 
information, call 707-423-7227.

Base emergency numbers. Mobile phone 
users must dial 707-424-4911 if they have an 
emergency on base. Those using government or 
home phones can call 911. For more 
information, call the Travis Air Force Base Fire 
Prevention Office at 707-424-3683.

Base illicit discharge number. To report 
sewage/water leaks or illegal dumping, call 
707-424-2575. For hazardous chemical/material 
spills call the base emergency numbers.

Crisis text line. Free, confidential, 24/7 
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in the next week . . .

fr
i Rock the Block. 11 a.m. to 6 

p.m. Aug. 3 at the Delta Breeze 
Club parking lots. Music, food 
and family fun.

Creekwalk Concert. 6:15 p.m. Aug. 
3 at Andrews Park in Vacaville for Travis Air 
Force Base 75th anniversary night. Free 
for armed forces personnel. Col. David 
Hammerschmidt, 60th Maintenance 
Group commander, will attend.

sa
t Rib & Chili Cook Off. 11 a.m. 

to 6 p.m. Aug. 4, Main Street, 
downtown Vacaville. 451-2100.

tu
e Museum Summer Series. 

McCune Collection, 6:30 p.m. 
Aug. 7, Vacaville Public 
Library-Town Square, 1 Town 
Square Place. Free. www.
solanolibrary.com.

Here are the showtimes for this weekend’s 
movies at the Base Theater:

Today
• 6:30 p.m. “Ant-Man      
 and the Wasp” (PG-13)
• 9 p.m. “Sicario: Day of Soldado” (R)

Saturday
• 6:30 p.m. “Mile 22”      
 (R, free advance screening)

Sunday
• 2 p.m. “Mission: Impossible —    
 The Fallout” (PG-13, first run)

Retiree Corner
Exchange shoppers can 
support military relief funds

dAllAs — Army & Air 
force exchange service 
shoppers can help support 
soldiers, Airmen and mil-
itary families in need and 
receive coupons for future 
exchange purchases with 
their donations.

through Aug. 5, the ex-
change is holding its second 

“give and get back” dona-
tion period for 2018. shop-
pers can donate to Army 
emergency relief and Air 
force Assistance fund 
right from the register at 
their local exchange. for 
every $5 donated, shoppers 
will receive a coupon for 
$5 off a $25 purchase at the 
exchange.

the coupons are valid 
Aug. 6-11.

— Air Force News Service
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STR8TS
No. 397 Easy

4 5 2 3 9 8
5 6 2 3 4 8 9

2 1 3 4 7 5 6
1 3 2 5 6 4 7
2 1 8 7 6 5 4
3 4 9 8 7 6

8 7 2 4 3 5
7 6 5 1 3 2

8 9 4 5 2 1
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Medium

You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

2 9 7 5
7 2 4
1 8 2
5 2 8

6 7
7 6 3

3 2 4
1 3 8

2 8 3 5
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9 5 3 8 1 6 2 4 7
4 6 1 2 5 7 8 9 3
2 7 8 4 3 9 6 1 5
5 4 9 6 7 3 1 8 2
1 2 7 9 4 8 5 3 6
8 3 6 1 2 5 9 7 4
6 1 4 7 9 2 3 5 8
7 8 5 3 6 1 4 2 9
3 9 2 5 8 4 7 6 1

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts, Sudoku and 
other puzzles, check out our books, 
iPhone/iPad Apps and much more on 
our store at www.str8ts.comThe solutions will be published here in the next issue.

No. 397 Tough Previous solution - Medium

puzzles

Swap Ads
Homes for rent

3/2, very clean, 3 mins to Travis. Living room, dining room, family room, fire place, dishwasher, 
microwave, custom draperies. Top-of-the-line carpet. 3 patios. A/C. No pets, no Sec. 8. $2,000 
plus deposit. 707-425-5679.
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Sunday thru Wednesday 

Karaoke  
with Matty

Thursday 
Original  

Rock Bands
Friday  

Dirk Lang Band
Saturday  

The Ramblers

9:30 - 1:30 Every Evening

321 MERCHANT ST. • VACAVILLE • 451-4049

‘A’ shred-out were not proper-
ly updated and, consequent-
ly, improperly considered with 
the broader 2A5X4 group.

To mitigate the possibility 
of similar errors in the future, 
AFPC has also strengthened 
its internal processes.

“Our Air Force’s promo-
tion processes are among the 
most important things we do 
and we absolutely owe it to 
our Airmen to get it right. Our 
goal is, and always will be, 100 
percent accuracy,” said Kel-
ly. “But if an error occurs, re-
gardless of the number of Air-
men impacted, we’ll remedy 
the situation for each Airman, 
resolve it and review our pro-
cesses to help ensure it doesn’t 
happen again.”

Corrected
From Page 12

but instead as a reservist as 
part of the Regular Air Force 
to Air Force Reserve Program.

The 815th AS is a C-130J 
tactical airlift unit in the 403rd 
Wing that transports supplies, 
equipment and personnel in a 
theater of operation.

“Tomorrow, Stu is going to 
be back in the same seat, do-
ing the same job, sitting at the 
same desk, flying the same air-
planes,” said U.S. Air Force re-
tired Lt. Col. Matthew Wehner, 
who officiated Rubio’s retire-
ment and served with Rubio 
during many of his career as-
signments.

Wehner mentioned the rea-
son for Rubio’s transition to the 
Air Force Reserve.

“Family, that’s what it’s all 
about,” he said. He then went 
on to highlight the 815th AS 
commander’s career.

Rubio earned his commis-
sion in May 1998 through the 
U.S. Air Force Academy. His 
first assignment was as a T-1A 
Jayhawk instructor pilot and 
student evaluator at the 86th 
Flying Training Squadron, 
Laughlin Air Force Base, Tex-
as. He then went on to get his 
qualification in the C-130E 
Hercules and deployed in sup-
port of Operations Iraqi and 
Enduring Freedom and flew 
combat missions in the Horn 

of Africa. He then transitioned 
to the C-130J Super Hercules, 
serving in various roles on that 
airframe throughout his Air 
Force career. Prior to taking 
command of the 815th AS, he 
served as 48th Airlift Squadron 
director of operations.

When Rubio took command 
of the Flying Jennies, the 815th 
faced many challenges as it was 
rebuilding after years of un-
certainty. As part of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization 
Act of 2013, the Air Force an-
nounced plans to transfer 10 of 
the 403rd Wing’s C-130J air-
craft. A 2015 report from the 
Secretary of the Air Force re-
versed that recommendation, 
beginning the programming 
and budgeting work to restore 
personnel and mission capabili-
ty at Keesler.

During his change of com-
mand, Rubio said his goal was 
to bring the Flying Jennies 
back to the forefront of the tac-
tical airlift community. His 
motto: “Day by day we get bet-
ter and better until we can’t be 
beat, won’t be beat.”

And they did.
After a lot of hard work 

and training, the squadron 
reached full operational capa-
bility in November 2017, a full 
year ahead of schedule, and 
deployed to Southwest Asia in 
support of Operations Free-
dom Sentinel and Inherent Re-
solve. The Flying Jennies pro-
vided combat airdrop, airlift 

and aeromedical evacuation 
support to operations through-
out the U.S. Central Command, 
delivering 7 million pounds of 
cargo. Assigned to the 746th 
Air Expeditionary Squadron, 
they made Air Force history 
when they did a two-ship for-
mation airdrop with the 774th 

EAS, an active duty squadron 
at Bagram Air Field, Afghan-
istan, providing supplies to a 
Resolute Support Expedition-
ary Advisory Package in Af-
ghanistan. It was the first time 
two separate units in two coun-
tries came together for a single 
combat airdrop mission.

“The squadron has accom-
plished some Herculean stuff 
here at Keesler AFB,” said 
Wehner, who referenced a Cal-
vin Coolidge quote which he 
said encompassed Rubio’s ca-
reer and attitude.

“Nothing in this world can 
take the place of persistence,” 
he cited.

But Rubio said he didn’t do 
it alone, thanking his family for 
their support and sacrifice.

He also highlighted his 
spouse’s career, Megan Rubio, 
who he met at the Air Force 
Academy. She graduated from 
the institution with a degree 
in astronautical engineering 
and served six years in the Air 
Force. They have three chil-
dren.

“Megan, you are the rock in 
the family while keeping me 
grounded; thank you for ev-
erything and your service,” he 
said.

“This has been an amazing 
adventure,” he said, adding that 
he learned a lot from each of his 
assignments, his fellow Airmen 
and his mentors. “Obviously, 
I loved it so much, that I can’t 
leave: I’m coming right back 
in. This next move is the best 
of both worlds. I get to keep do-
ing what I’m doing, which I ab-
solutely love, but also get to 
provide some stability for our 
family. We are super excited for 
what’s to come and to continue 
to serve.”

Returns
From Page 13

U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Ryan Labadens

Retired Lt. Col. Matthew Wehner, left, clips the Meritorious Service 
Medal to Lt. Col. Stuart M. Rubio, commander of the Air Force Reserve’s 
815th Airlift Squadron “Flying Jennies” during Rubio’s retirement 
ceremony held July 28 at the Roberts Consolidated Maintenance Facility, 
Keesler Air Force Base, Miss.
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD BAPTIST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST

BAPTIST

EPISCOPAL

Worship  
With Us…

St. Paul 
Baptist Church

2500 N Texas Street, Suite H
Fairfield, CA 94533
Rev. Dr. Terry Long, Pastor
Sunday 
Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 11:00 a.m.
Children’s Church: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday 
Prayer Meeting: 6:30-7:00 p.m.
Bible Study: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Web Site: www.stpaulfairfield.com
Email: stpaulbcfairfield@comcast.net
Church Phone: 707-422-2003

First Assembly Of God
of Fairfield

•9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL
•10:30 AM * MORNING WORSHIP 

•KID’z CHURCH Grades K-5th
•10:00 AM WEDNESDAY 

SENIOR PRAYER
• 7:00 PM WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Adult Bible Study
Girl’s Club

Royal Rangers
Revolution Youth

*Nursery Care Provided

707425-3612
2207 UNION AVE., FAIRFIELD

www.1agff.org
email: info@1agff.org

Lead Pastor: C. Eric Lura

Sunday Morning Bible Study .............. 9 AM
  Sunday Morning Worship  ..................10 AM
  Sunday Evening Worship  ....................6 PM
  Wed. Evening Bible Study ....................7 PM

  Homeless ministry at Mission Solano
  Rescue Mission  1st Friday of month 6-8 PM

Jesus said, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; John 11:25

CHURCH OF CHRIST - SOLANO
1201 Marshall Road, Vacaville, CA 95687

YOU

YOU

CHURCH of CHRIST 
Meets at Rockville Cemetery

 Stone Chapel
4221 Suisun Valley Rd, Fairfield

9:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:50 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship
5:30 p.m. Sunday Evening Worship
7:00 p.m. Wednesday Evening Bible Study
We welcome and encourage you to come and 
hear the good news of the gospel of Christ, 
and to learn about eternal salvation for all 

mankind that is offered through Jesus.
“And there is salvation in no one else; 
for there is no other name under heav-
en that has been given among men by 

which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12
Bring a heart and mind willing to hear 
God’s Word and to do His great will...
For more information or directions, 

please visit our website at  
www.rockvillecofc.com

Grace Episcopal 
Church

1st & Kentucky Streets, Fairfield
(just off W. Texas St.)

425-4481

Sunday Services:
8:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:15 a.m.

Pastor’s Forum
10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II
Tuesday Service:

10:00 a.m.
Healing Eucharist

Childcare Provided for all Services
For additional information, contact 

the office at 425-4481
Welcome home to an Open, Caring, 

Christian Community

itsallaboutfamilies.org
301 N. Orchard Ave., Vacaville

707.448.5848
SUNDAY
Classes for all ages .......... 10:00 am
Worship ..............................11:00 am
CORE Bible Studies 12:30 & 5:00 pm

(2nd & 4th Sunday)
WEDNESDAY
Adult Studies ........................2:00 pm
AWANA for Kids ..................6:15 pm
Adult & Youth Studies .........6:30 pm

Southern Baptist Convention

401 W. Monte Vista Ave., Vacaville
707-448-5430

www.tbcvacaville.com
Greg Davidson, Senior Pastor

Sunday:
Worship Service & Bible Study ................9:00 am
Worship Service & Bible Study ............. 10:30 am
Evening Worship & Prayer ....................... 6:00 pm

Wednesday:
Dinner (Sept.-May) ....................................... 4:45 pm
AWANA (Sept.-May)..................................... 6:00 pm
Youth .................................................................. 6:00 pm
Choir ....................................................................6:30 am 
Bible Study ....10:00 am,1:30 pm, 3:30 pm & 6:30 pm
A home for Military families since 1960

BETHANY LUTHERAN 
MINISTRIES

621 South Orchard Ave.
Vacaville, CA  95688

(707) 451-6675

bethanychurch@pacbell.net

Worship Services:
Sunday: 10:00am with Bible Studies 
and Sunday School for all ages at 9:00am
Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays 
of the month @ 621 S. Orchard Ave., VV

Pastor Gregory Stringer
Bethany Lutheran Preschool

451-6678
bethanypreschool@pacbell.net

www.gobethany .com

Bethany Lutheran School
1011 Ulatis Drive

Vacaville, CA 95687
451-6683 ph • 359-2230 Fax

bethanyschool@pacbell.net
www.gobethany.com

MOUNT CALVARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Worship Opportunities

Fairfield Campus
1735 Enterprise Drive, Bldg. 3 

Fairfieldm CA 94533

Sunday Worship Services
7:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 11:45 a.m.

(Childcare provided for ages 1-4 at 11:45 Only)
Children’s Church for ages 5-12 on 1st, 2nd, 

and 4th Sundays
Youth & Collegiate Church 1st, 2nd, & 3rd Sundays

Sunday School
Sunday School Classes (Adults) 8:30 a.m.

Sunday School for Children and Youth (Ages 2 
years through high school) 9:30 a.m.

Discipleship Classes (Adults only) 8:30 a.m.

Ordinances
Communion and Baptism

All Services Every 1st Sunday (Baptism)
All Services Every 2nd Sunday (Communion)

Bible Study
Tuesday Night - 7:00 p.m. • All ages welcome

Suisun Campus
601 Whispering Bay Lane, Suisun City, CA 94585

Sunday Worship Services, 10:30 a.m.

Christian Education Hour
9:15 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.

Adult Bible Class
Youth Bible Class (ages 12-18)

Children’s Bible Class (ages 5-11) 
Discipleship Class (adults)

Ordinance
Every 2nd Sunday (Communion)

Bible Study
Tuesday Noon Teching - 12:00 Noon 

LUTHERAN

First Baptist 
Church of Vacaville

The All Together Different Church

1127 Davis Street, Vacaville
707-448-6209
www.fbcvv.com

situational awareness in combat. The Air 
Force has said ABMS is needed to provide 
critical capabilities to survive against ad-
versaries in a contested environment.

The Air Force announced in June that 
Robins AFB will host the initial elements 
of the ABMS, paving the way for a long-
term mission in Middle Georgia. Select-
ing Robins enables the Air Force to lever-
age existing infrastructure and the more 
than 40 years of experience resident in 
the Robins’ workforce.

JSTARS
From Page 12

Reserve team saves man atop Mount Hood
Tech. Sgt. Kelly Goonan

920th Rescue Wing Public AffAiRs

MOUNT HOOD, Ore. — A team of 
five Reserve Citizen pararescue Air-
men partnered with the Oregon Army 
National Guard on a successful rescue 
of a climber who called for help atop 
Mount Hood in the midst of a suicide at-
tempt July 13.

Due to the 11,000-foot altitude, the 
rescue was performed by an ANG 

Chinook helicopter crew landing its 
two rear wheels on the mountain while 
a plank was used for the rescuers and 
climber to walk into the aircraft, ac-
cording to the Clackamas County Sher-
iff’s Office.

Tech. Sgt. Joshua Kruse, 304th Res-
cue Squadron pararescueman, said 
one of the most perilous issues about 
this particular rescue was keeping an 
eye on the helicopter blades. Further 
complicating the rescue was the rising 

temperatures of the summit.
High temperatures are generally 

foreboding for Mount Hood climbers as 
rockfall tends to increase as snow and 
ice melt.

The whole operation, from the time 
the group took off from Welches until 
they returned, took 32 minutes and 4 
seconds.

The climber was identified as a man 
in his 20s and was taken to a Portland-
area hospital.

Air Force
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NON-DENOMINATIONAL

NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL

PRESBYTERIAN

UNITY

UNITED METHODIST

Vacaville 
Church of Christ
401 Fir St., Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085
Minister: Ryan Brewer

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:30 AM

Sunday Morning Worship
10:30 AM

Sunday Evening Worship
6:00 PM

Wed. Evening Bible Study
7:00 PM

www.vacavillecofc.com

If you would like to take a free Bible
correspondence course contact: 

Know Your Bible Program
401 Fir Street • Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085

THE CHURCH OF

JESUS CHRIST
of LATTER DAY SAINTS

Fairfield Stake Center 
2700 Camrose Ave.

Sacrament Services Sunday
 0900 and 1300

Base Sacrament Services 
DGMC Chapel

(1st Floor North entrance)
Sunday 1600-1630

Inquires: Call LDS Military 
Relations Missionaries

707-535-6979

Bible Based Expository Preaching
Sunday Worship Services
9 AM, 10:45 AM & 6 PM 

Pastor Jon Kile
192 Bella Vista Road, Vacaville

707-451-2026

Nursery & Children’s Classes Provided
Adult & Youth Sunday School -  

9 AM & 10:45 AM
Check our website for more information  

on other ministries offered

www.vacavillefaith.org

“The People of 
The United Methodist Church™”

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

1875 Fairfield Avenue, Fairfield
Phone: 707- 426-2944

Email: info@cumcfairfieldca.org
Website:  cumcfairfieldca.org

Pastor Ron Swisher
Worship Service 10:30 A.M.
Sunday School for Children  
during the Worship Service

Communion is held the  
1st Sunday of every month

Adult and Bell Choirs
Adult Bible and Book Studies

United Methodist Women
Sunday Morning Bible Studies at 9:00 A.M.

A Passion to...
Worship God • Love People • Share Christ

A Non-Denominational Bible 
Teaching Church

We offer:

• Nursery • Children’s Classes
• Youth Ministries
• AWANA Program
• Men’s & Women’s Bible Studies
• Prime Timers (Seniors Ministry)
• In Home Mid-Week Bible Studies
• Celebrate Recovery

Bruce Gallaher, Lead Pastor
707-446-9838
www.cccv.me

190 Butcher Road, Vacaville, CA 95687
(off of Alamo, Just South of I-80)

Sunday Worship Services
8:15am • 9:45am • 11:15am

ROCKVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 
FELLOWSHIP

“Where the Word of God Comes First”
JOIN US THIS SUNDAY.

Sunday Services
Sunday Service at 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School and Child Care Available  
During Worship Service

Adult Christian Education (ACE) 10:45 a.m.
Single Service Schedule  

continues through August 12
Interim Pastor Joanne Martindale

Alyson Barrett, Youth Director
Youth Group : High School Youth (9th - 12th grade)

meet from 6-7pm on Tuesdays
Junior High Youth (6th - 8th grade)

meet from 5:30 - 6:45pm on Wednesdays

The Lord’s Supper is Celebrated Every Week.

4177A Suisun Valley Rd.
(1/2 mile north of Solano College)

For more information or schedule updates,  
please call us at 

863-0581 
or visit us on the web at

www.rockvillepresbyterian.org

The Father’s House
4800 Horse Creek Drive

Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 455-7790

www.tfh.org

Service Times
Saturday: 6pm

Sunday: 9am & 11am

Celebrating our oneness, honoring our diversity

350 N. Orchard Ave, 
Vacaville – 447-0521
unityvv@pacbell.net

www.unityvacaville.org
Sunday Morning 

8:00 am Coffee with God
10:00 am Contemporary Celebration  

with Youth Education

Wednesday Evening
6:30 pm Non-Denominational  

Meditation Time
7:00 pm Contemplative Prayer

Come Home to Unity
It’s Like Blue Jeans for the Soul

Affiliated with publisher of Daily Word©

CeCelelllll bbbbebrebr titititiatiatingng ourour ononeneenessss hhhhhohonornoriiiiinging ouou ddddr dr diiiiiveiversirsisitt

For More Information  
On Our  

Worship Directory,  
Contact Daily Republic 

Classifieds  
at (707) 427-6940

TRINITY 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Tired of gimmicks and games?
Want a Bible-believing traditional church?

Need a loving church family?
You are invited to:

TRINITY  LUTHERAN CHURCH -  LCMS
Traditional Worship: 10 AM

Children’s Church during 10 AM Service
Adult Bible Study: 8:45 AM
2075 Dover Ave., Fairfield

(2 blocks south of Airbase Pkwy.)
(707) 425-2944
www.tlcps.org

Rev. Dr. Dan Molyneux, Pastor

LUTHERAN

fueled him to continuously grab 
opportunities touring while also 
recording his second album and 
getting picked up by a record la-
bel.

The success of his music then 
opened the doors for his art-
work. Partridge’s publicists and 
manager came to his house and 
was captivated by one of the few 
paintings his wife allowed him 
to display in the house.

“I brought out all my other 
pieces hidden in the corner of 
my house, and they loved all of 
them,” said Partridge. “It was 
the first time anyone showed 
any interest in that part of what I 
do. So, I made my art public and 
within a month it was interna-
tional news.”

Partridge has had feature ar-
ticles in the Associated Press, 
Washington Times and other na-
tional publications. His last re-
cord debuted at number 19 on 
the European Americana Music 
Charts. He represented the Gulf 

Coast Blues Society in the 2017 
International Blues Challenge 
and has toured all over the U.S. 
and the Netherlands. After hid-
ing his talents for over a decade, 
Partridge transformed his life 
struggles into art.

“I am not bragging because 
I didn’t have anything thing to 
do with it,” said Partridge. “I re-
ally feel like perseverance has 
led me here, and I have been ex-
tremely blessed.”

“Not to take away from his 
talent, but the most inspiring 
part of Abe is his drive,” said 

Scruggs. “He puts himself in 
front of people, and he delivers 
every time. That’s why he’s had 
so much success in such a short 
period of time.”

Partridge continues to work 
full-time with the Air Force Re-
serve while still pursuing his 
passion for art and music. Par-
tridge said he doesn’t seek fame 
through all of this. His true hap-
piness continues to bloom as 
long as he is able to provide for 
his family, create art and per-
form.

He is a living proof that a 

person can follow your dreams 
while serving as a Citizen Air-
man. Everyone’s path to inter-
nal happiness may be filled with 
obstacles, but he reveals that an 
important tool needed to build 
success is perseverance.

“If you’re doing anything 
original, when you first start do-
ing it, everyone is going to look 
at you wide-eyed like you’re cra-
zy,” said Partridge. “But if you 
persevere, believe in your work, 
put it out there and perfect your 
craft, eventually things will 
start happening.”

Art
From Page 14
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Cellular (707) 718-1989
nprice@c21mm.com
301 Dickson Hill Road, Fairfield, CA 94533

M&M and Associates

Let My Experience, Make Your 
Home Buying or Selling Experience, 

Your Best Experience!

Each Office is independently Owned and Operated

Nancy Price-Branson 
REALTOR®

Cal BRE #01426977 
CDPE, SFR, ABR, MRP, SRES

CITY SPORTS 
BAR & GRILL

182

LOCATED IN STARS RECREATION CENTER
155 Browns Valley Pkwy. • 455-STAR

LOLOLOLOLOLOCCACACACATTETETEDDD ININ STARS RECREATION CENTERON CENTER

LIVEPay Per ViewSaturday,
August 4th

Saturday, August 4th
Buster

groups. 
During the three-week-

long camp, students receive 15 
hours of flight instruction and 
5-10 hours of simulation in-
struction culminating in a solo 
flight. 

According to the Federal 
Aviation Administration, only 
5.7 percent of Air Force pilots 
are women, 1.7 percent are Af-
rican-American and 2 percent 
are Asian. The goal of the pro-
gram is to motivate minorities 
and women to pursue careers 
in aviation while receiving 
mentorship from a diverse To-
tal Force cadre. 

“We have a wide spread, 
from age to ethnicity to gender, 
and I think that’s the strength 
of America and that’s definitely 
the strength of our Air Force,” 
said Lt. Col. Kenyatta Ruffin, 
Division Chief of Outreach and 
Engagement for Air Force Air-
crew Crisis Task Force. 

Of the 24 students par-
ticipating, there are 11 high 
schoolers, eight Air Force Re-
serve Officer Training Corps 
cadets and three second lieu-
tenants. 

During the tour of the base 
the ACE Flight Program stu-
dents saw the air traffic con-
trol tower, radar approach con-
trol, aircrew flight equipment, 
toured a C-17 Globemaster III, 

had the chance to speak with 
some of Dover AFB’s officers 
and pilots, and visited the Air 
Mobility Command Museum. 

“It was really nice to see 
the different aspects of the Air 
Force, not just the pilot side 
of things; especially for the 
high schoolers,” said Caleigh 
McLean, Air Force Academy 
student, of the tour. “I think it’s 
important for them to see the 
other options the Air Force has 
for them.” 

The ACE Flight Program, 
whose staff includes Air Force 
officers and pilots who com-
missioned from a variety of 
sources, provide insight to the 
students and answer any ques-
tions concerning the Air Force. 
The training was tailored to 
provide a broad overview of all 
things aviation to cater to the 
full spectrum of participants’ 
ages. 

A key takeaway for the 
ROTC cadets was the network-
ing connections they received 
from the officers and enlisted 
members they met throughout 
the camp. 

“At first I was very over-
whelmed,” McLean said. 
“During the first flight the air-
craft was flying me; I can’t re-
ally say I was flying it. I wasn’t 
sure I could do it but the sec-
ond flight was completely dif-
ferent. I was flying and had to-
tal control, it was amazing to 
see the jump in improvement 
in just 24 hours.”

Shortage
From Page 10

Base, North Carolina, where he 
met his wife, Valerie, in 1992. 
They had two daughters, who 
were the center of Chapman’s 
world even when he was away 
from home – which was com-
mon in the combat control ca-
reer field. 

“He would come home from 
a long trip and immediate-
ly have on his father hat – feed-
ing, bathing, reading and get-
ting his girls ready for bed,” 
said Chief Master Sgt. Michael 
West, who served with Chap-
man through Combat Con-
trol School, a three-year tour 
in Okinawa, Japan, and at Pope 
AFB. “They were his life and 
he was proud of them … to the 
Air Force he was a great hero …  
what I saw was a great father.” 

The Battle of Takur Ghar 
In conjunction with Opera-

tion Anaconda in March 2002, 
small reconnaissance teams 
were tasked to establish obser-
vation posts in strategic loca-
tions in Afghanistan, and when 
able, direct U.S. air power to de-
stroy enemy targets. The moun-
tain of Takur Ghar was an ide-
al spot for such an observation 
post, with excellent visibility to 
key locations. 

For Chapman and his joint 
special operations teammates, 
the mission on the night of 
March 3 was to establish a re-
connaissance position on Takur 
Ghar and report al-Qaida move-
ment in the Sahi-Kowt area.

“This was very high-pro-
file, no-fail job and we picked 
John,” said retired Air Force 
Col. Ken Rodriguez, Chap-
man’s commander at the time. 
“In a very high-caliber career 
field, with the highest quality of 
men, even then, John stood out 
as our guy.” 

During the initial inser-
tion onto Afghanistan’s Takur 
Ghar mountaintop on March 4, 
the MH-47 “Chinook” helicop-
ter carrying Chapman and the 
joint special operations recon-
naissance team was ambushed. 
A rocket propelled grenade 
struck the helicopter and bul-
lets ripped through the fuselage. 
The blast ripped through the left 
side of the Chinook, throwing 
Navy Petty Officer 1st Class Neil 
Roberts off the ramp of the heli-
copter onto the enemy-infested 
mountaintop below. 

The severely damaged air-
craft was unable to return for 
Roberts, and performed a con-
trolled crash landing a few miles 
from the mountaintop. Thus be-
gan the chain of events that led 
to unparalleled acts of valor by 
numerous joint special opera-
tions forces, the deaths of seven 

U.S. servicemen and now, 16 
years later, posthumous award 
of the Medal of Honor to Chap-
man. 

Alone, against the elements 
and separated from his team 
with enemy personnel clos-
ing in, Roberts was in desper-
ate need of support. The remain-
ing joint special operations team 
members, fully aware of his pre-
carious situation, immediately 
began planning a daring rescue 
attempt that included returning 
to the top of Takur Ghar where 
they had just taken heavy ene-
my fire. 

As the team returned to Rob-
erts’ last-known position, now on 
a second MH-47, the entrenched 
enemy forces immediately en-
gaged the approaching helicop-
ter with heavy fire. 

Miraculously, the helicopter, 
although heavily damaged, was 
able to successfully offload the 
remaining special operations 
team members and return to 
base. Chapman, upon exiting the 
helicopter, immediately charged 
uphill through the snow toward 
enemy positions while under 

heavy fire from three directions. 
Once on the ground, the 

team assessed the situation 
and moved quickly to the high 
ground. The most prominent 
cover and concealment on the 
hilltop were a large rock and 
tree. As they approached the 
tree, Chapman received fire 
from two enemy personnel in a 
fortified position. He returned 
fire, charged the enemy position 
and took out the enemy combat-
ants within.

Almost immediately, the 
team began taking machine 
gun fire from another forti-
fied enemy position only 12 me-
ters away. Chapman deliberate-
ly moved into the open to engage 
the new enemy position. As he 
heroically engaged the enemy, 
he was struck by a burst of gun-
fire and became critically in-
jured. 

Chapman regained his fac-
ulties and continued to fight re-
lentlessly despite his severe 
wounds. He sustained a violent 
engagement with multiple en-
emy fighters, for over an hour 
through the arrival of the quick 
reaction force, before paying 
the ultimate sacrifice. In perfor-
mance of these remarkably he-
roic actions, Chapman is cred-
ited with saving the lives of his 
teammates. 

The upgrade to MOH 
“John was always selfless – 

it didn’t just emerge on Takur 
Ghar – he had always been self-
less and highly competent, and 
thank God for all those quali-
ties,” said Rodriguez. “He could 
have hunkered down in the bun-
ker and waited for the (Quick 
Reaction Force) and (Combat 
Search and Rescue) team to 
come in, but he assessed the sit-
uation and selflessly gave his life 
for them.” 

Chapman was originally 
awarded the Air Force Cross 
for his actions; however, follow-
ing a review of Air Force Cross 
and Silver Star recipients direct-
ed by then-Secretary of Defense 
Ash Carter, the secretary of the 
Air Force recommended Chap-
man’s Air Force Cross be up-
graded to the Medal of Honor. 

In accordance with Air Force 
policy whereby Medal of Hon-
or recipients are automatically 
promoted one grade on the first 
day of the month following the 
award, Chapman will be posthu-
mously promoted to the rank of 
master sergeant on Sept. 1. 

Medal
From Page 10
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within days,” said Senior Air-
man Brian Jackson, 375th LRS 
logistics planner.

“We make sure that those 
people get where they need to go 
to do their job, to make sure the 
mission keeps going.”

Wiseman said that mem-
bers who are about to deploy are 
sometimes dealing with feelings 
of stress, worry, fear, panic, anx-
iety or even depression, and can 
be amplified by short notice de-
ployments.

The IDRC helps ease this 
anxiety by engaging with them 
throughout the deployment pro-
cess.

“We get people in here on 
short notices who are looking to 
us to make sure they get every-
thing they need,” said Detlef-
sen. “Especially young Airmen, 
first time deploying. They roll 
in here and a lot of the time they 

don’t even know what to expect, 
and so we help them through the 
process.”

The IDRC team ensures ser-
vice members have all of the in-
formation they need before they 
deploy. They spend time re-
searching requirements set by 
Air Force Instructions, Depart-
ment of Defense Instructions, 
reporting instructions, opera-
tion orders, and execution or-
ders, said Wiseman.

“As (logistics) planners, if we 
engage, then deployers feel con-
nected,” added Wiseman. “Be-
ing alone is stressful, being con-
nected is not as stressful.”

Along with short notice de-
ployments, another opportuni-
ty the IDRC handles are sud-
den humanitarian crises, such 
as the major hurricanes that hit 
Texas, Florida, and Puerto Rico 
in 2017.

“We sent out a lot of medical 
units and other additional equip-
ment and life-saving supplies for 
hurricane victims,” said Wise-
man. “We get to be adaptive.”

The relief efforts required 
them to coordinate with many 
agencies on base, such as con-
tracting and legal.

“We step outside our comfort 
zones ... to coordinate in a very 
short amount of time,” said De-
tlefson.

He added that the work was 
stressful, but it was “a good 
stress” and “there was a sense 
of satisfaction at the end of it.”

Assisting with warfighting 
and humanitarian missions is 
a daily task for the IDRC team, 
and Jackson said the best part of 
his job is helping people contrib-
ute to the global mission.

“I enjoy helping people,” said 
Jackson, “and, in this seat, at 
my job, it’s helping people at a 
grander scale.”

Wiseman agreed that it’s re-
warding to support missions 
around the globe.

“Knowing that the big pic-
ture mission is getting taken 
care of and some of it has to do 
with what we do, that’s a good 
feeling,” Wiseman said.

IDRC
From Page 6

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Tara Stetler

Tech. Sgt. Adam Acosta, Installation Deployment Readiness Cell 
personnel specialist, gives a deployment briefing July 17 at Scott Air 
Force Base, Ill. IDRC Airmen include the Installation Deployment Officer, 
personnel specialists, and logistics planners, and they all work to process 
deployments for every unit at Scott.
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DR. JEFFREY BROOKS

VARICOSE VEINS? LEG ULCERS?
LEG PAIN? LEG SWELLING?

LEG CRAMPS? LEG HEAVINESS? BURNING SENSATION?
SKIN COLOR CHANGES? RESTLESS LEGS?

FREE CONSULTATION!  WE CAN HELP!

CALL TODAY! (707) 392-2500

enlisted.
“I enlisted in hopes of dis-

covering who I was as a person, 
who I really wanted to be and 
what I wanted to do for the rest 
of my working career,” said 
Cruz. “My goal was to make the 
best life that I could for myself 
and my family.”

While working full time at 
MacDill, Cruz earned his bach-
elor’s degree in public health. 
He pushed his education fur-
ther by earning a Master’s in 
Business Administration with 
a concentration in healthcare 
management.

“Lt. Cruz has an incredi-
ble work ethic, no task is too 
small or too big for him to ea-
gerly lead or participate,” said 
Lt. Col. Neva VanDerSchagen, 
412th Medical Support Squad-
ron commander.

After excelling in his mas-
ter’s coursework, Cruz earned 
a direct commission as a med-
ical service corps officer. MSC 
officers are professional health-
care administrators and exec-
utives who play a critical role 
leading and managing one of 
the nation’s largest, most di-
verse healthcare systems.

“I have many interests in 
life and have never been fond 
of sticking with one thing, as I 
love change and to learn new 
things,” said now-1st Lt. Bran-
don Cruz, 6th MOS medical 
service corps officer. “I have 
enjoyed being a medic and 

being hands on with patients 
thus far, but with a passion for 
business I could not have cho-
sen a more suitable career field 
as MSC.”

Cruz and his wife proved 
they are stronger togeth-
er – Chelsea simultaneously 
achieved her doctoral degree in 
nursing and commissions as a 
captain this September.

“My family has been the 
largest support group by far,” 
Cruz explained. “My chil-
dren Connor and Madelyn 
were great through all the long 
weekends of staying inside 
while Dad and Mom finished 
homework.  It was a continuous 
effort to balance work, school 
and family life but we managed 
and in the end succeeded.”

Cruz and his wife will attend 
Commissioned Officer Train-
ing at Maxwell-Gunter Air 
Force Base, Alabama August 
13 and head to their first duty 
assignment as officers at Peter-
son AFB, Colorado upon grad-
uation.

“I have no doubt that he will 
make an excellent officer,” said 
VanDerSchagen. “He has a re-
markable talent of knowing 
when to use his followership, 
leadership and team building 
skills for the betterment of his 
coworkers and the Air Force 
Medical Service mission.”

“My future goals are to con-
tinue to grow as an Airman, as 
a husband and a father,” said 
Cruz. “I never want to stop 
learning and improving and I 
am excited to see where and 
what the Air Force has in store 
for my family and me.”

Parents
From Page 5

vice president,” Spencer ex-
plained. “I told all young Air-
men not to take this visit for 
granted because they could 
serve 20 or 25 years in the Air 
Force and maybe not see it 
again.”

Karen Pence met with ten 
military spouses and listened 
to the challenges they face.

“One thing we want to do 
is elevate the position of mili-
tary spouses,” she said. “Our 
spouses and military children 
serve right alongside our ser-
vice members, and that can 
be challenging. Our goal is to 
make people aware of the is-
sues that they face.”

Karen Pence said the ses-
sion allowed her to gather 
useful information about the 

concerns of the spouses she 
met with. One of the issues 
mentioned by spouses was 
the difficulty many Air Force 
spouses have finding employ-
ment and transferring profes-
sional certifications between 

states due to moving frequent-
ly. 

“We have such respect for 
military spouses,” said Karen 
Pence. “The spouses we met 
with today were open and vul-
nerable and very articulate.”

Pences
From Page 7

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Elora J. Martinez

Vice President of the United States Michael Pence, center, and his 
wife, Karen Pence, left, second lady of the United States, egress the 
C-32 Air Force Two July 25 at Grand Forks Air Force Base, N.D.

and his abilities to lead those 
within his area of responsibility.

“When it came time to pick 
the new PACAF commander, 
General Brown was the obvi-
ous choice,” said Wilson. “He’s 
steeped in the critical role of 
strengthening our alliances 
and partnerships in order to de-
ter aggression, maintain stabil-
ity, and ensure free access to 
global domains. He is a combat-
proven leader, supporting mul-
tiple operations. He’s gained a 
tremendous perspective of the 
Air Force through his opera-
tional warfighting experiences 
and lenses.”

Wilson described one of 
Brown’s recent roles as the “op-
erational architect, leading and 
managing the air war that dec-
imated the Islamic state. As 
then-General Mattis once stat-
ed, ‘Put C.Q. in the war and the 
enemy will pay.’” Wilson went 
on to describe Brown’s role at 
U.S. Central Command, where 
he strengthened political-mil-
itary ties and helped shape is-
sues for key decision makers.

“In your new commander, 
PACAF has a joint Airman who 
is recognized as one of the top 
team builders, warfighting ex-
perts, and leaders, not only in 
the Air Force but in the entire 
U.S. military. That’s why he 
is the right person at the right 
time,” said Wilson.

PACAF
From Page 11
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Household • Commercial • Warehousing • Boat & RV 

Four Seasons
SELF STORAGE

Located off Hwy 12 @ Walters Road

ON MOST SIZES. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.
EXPIRES 8/31/18.

50% OFF
1st MONTH

COUPON

• On Site Management

• Security Cameras

• Individually Alarmed Units

• Private Gate Codes

• Well Lit Wide Hallways

• Drive-Up Units Available

1600 Petersen Road • Suisun

(707) 439-0605
www.4sssonline.com

Ask  
About Our
MILITARY 
DISCOUNT

SIZES TO FIT EVERY NEED!

107, UCMJ. Punishment con-
sisted of a reduction to the 
rank of airman and a repri-
mand.

Administrative  
separation actions  

60th Communications  
Squadron

An airman was adminis-
tratively discharged for minor 
disciplinary infractions with 
a general service character-
ization.

60th Aircraft  
Maintenance Squadron
An airman was adminis-

tratively discharged for drug 
abuse with a general service 
characterization.

60th Security  
Forces Squadron

An airman first class was 
administratively discharged 
for mental disorders with an 
honorable service character-
ization.

60th Logistics  
Readiness Squadron

A senior airman was ad-
ministratively discharged for 
drug abuse with a general ser-
vice characterization.

Law
From Page 5

877-995-5247
Download free app in 

your phone’s app store

and Air Force Reserve KC-135 
bases and Air Education and 
Training Command’s KC-135 
Formal Training Unit. The re-
location of these two simula-
tors is expected to maximize 

simulator access across the mo-
bility enterprise.

“The KC-135 will remain an 
essential part of the refueling 
fleet, critical to the joint warf-
ighter and our allies, well into 
the future even as the KC-46 
comes online,” Everhart said.

As the KC-135 fleet is set to 
retain 300 of its 396 aircraft over 

the next decade, all 19 OFTs will 
be needed in order to ensure ro-
bust support to aircrew train-
ing requirements. The move of 
these two remaining displaced 
simulators is designed to best 
provide highly-realistic KC-
135 training where it’s needed 
across the Total Force while re-
ducing flying hour cost.

Relocation
From Page 4

the idea of sending things off 
through the air, they have also 
continued Central Command’s 
mission of building relation-
ships with coalition partners 
here on the ground. Whether it 
is adding an international ally 
to the flight manifest on short 
notice, or transporting their 
gear when others cannot, Bar-
sabal said a simple act goes a 
long way.

“Our team serves as a multi-
national liaison of sorts,” said 
Barsabal. “We engage with our 
international counterparts dai-
ly to just make the mission hap-
pen. They do so much for us, and 
it is only fair we return the favor. 
I know if the time ever comes, 
they will have our six because 
our team always has theirs.”

Furthering these partner-
ships is just one of the ways 
Capt. Tucker Sears, 442nd AES 
aerial port officer-in-charge, 
said his team is making the 
aerial port at Camp Taji a bet-
ter place. He said he does not 
just want to make it better in 
the present, but in the future 
as well.

“We recently completed a 
basic, but much needed proj-
ect,” said Sears. “The mis-
sion included moving a series 
of items to organize our car-
go yard. Now while reorganiz-
ing an area may not seem like 
much, it is helping us save doz-
en of hours each week.”

Sears, who hails from the 
7th Logistics Readiness Squad-
ron at Dyess Air Force Base, 
Texas, said these hours add 
up, meaning time is saved in 
three major areas; loading and 
offloading an aircraft, mov-
ing and securing equipment, 

and passenger dwell time at the 
PAX terminal.

This opportunity affords 
the team much-needed time 
to identify additional process 
improvements, and gives the 
small team of 12 a chance to 
take a breather, something 
Sears said they very much de-
serve.

While the breaks are ap-
preciated, they are also short 
lived, as the mission never ends 
at Camp Taji. Barsabal said he 
can catch up on rest when the 
rotation is over.

“Yes, the mission can be tir-
ing, but that is the cost of pro-
tecting freedom,” Barbasal said. 
“Who can say they directly as-
sisted with the removal of the Is-
lamic State Group in Syria? This 
team can. I have peace of mind 
knowing we helped create a bet-
ter future not only for my daugh-
ter – but our nation’s sons and 
daughters as well.”

Move
From Page 6

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Christopher Stoltz

Airman 1st Class Ariel Santos, 442nd Air Expeditionary Squadron aerial porter, directs a K-loader during an 
aircraft unloading, June 7 at Camp Taji, Iraq. The 442nd AES was responsible for distributing more than 117 
tons of cargo in the month of May, which supported Operation Inherent Resolve.

CHECKLIST

Folios OK NO

Headlines OK NO

Cutlines OK NO NA

Mugs OK NO NA

Graphics OK NO NA

Stories end OK NO

Jumplines OK NO NA

Ads OK NO NA

NO=Not OK; NA=Not applicable

Reprint Y N

Initials 

August 3, 2018 tAilwind   27Classifieds

27 CLASS

27

0603 AREA 3
Sat. 8-2 Multi-Family

Yard Sale Lularoe
Clothing, fishing items,
tools, gardening items,
camping, mens cloth-

ing, hshld. items
3090/3091 Pecan Cr.

Sat. 9-5 Clothes,
housewares, 2427 Gulf

Drive

0606 AREA 6

0606 AREA 6

Fri., Sat., 8:30-4 Piano,
violins, new golf clubs,
camping  items,  misc.
929 Hidden Cove Way

Sat., 8-2.
Macedonia Church

Electronics,  clothes,
appl.,  hshld.,  furn.,
misc. $25 donation for
space.

425 Walters Rd.
(707) 332-1497

Fri., Sat., Sun. 10-6
Tools, appls., furn.,

DVD., VHS., LP., cloth-
ing. 98 Newport Way

0611 OTHER AREAS
Fri., Sat. Multi-Family
Sale! Craft supplies,
camping, hshld., pic-
ture frames, 20" scroll
saw, tools. 182 War-

ren Dr. VV

0631 FURN. & HSH-
LD. GOODS

1 pc. Solid rich dark
brown wood oval ta-
ble w/6 chairs & 2

capt. chairs. 47" x 97".
You haul cash only.
Call (510) 685-0936

0677 PETS  
& SUPPLIES

Beautiful Purebred
Labs Puppies. Cur-
rently taking a $250
non refundable de-

posit towards the pur-
chase price of $1000.

Call Adam at
707-218-5492

0711 MOTORCYCLES 
PARTS ACCESS.

2018 YAMAHA R6
550 MI, RECEIPTS,
PINK SLIP, PAID
$12.8K ON 4-25
YOU PAY $11.5K,
THEN RIDE, ALSO
4 SALE HELMET,
JACKET, PANTS,
GRAVES F.E. KIT.
JOE 530-574-2948

0501 HELP WANTED 0501 HELP WANTED

••••••••••
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS

Cable Installers
No experience

necessary.
WE WILL TRAIN.

$2500 bonus,
 no exp. req'd.

$5000 bonus
exp'd. Intallers
Must have clean DL.
Call 707-317-3467

to apply

••••••••••

 Driver/Instructor
for DD adult day

programs in Solano
County. Class B,

passenger endorsement.
Brian: 707/448-4574

INSTRUCTORS
needed

for DD adult day pro-
grams  in  So lano
County.  Call  Karen:

707-448-2283

Roughnecks
Roustabouts.

FT. Rig hands resp. for
and support rig opera-
tions. Must be 18 yrs.
old, have valid DL, able
to  pass  drug/fit  test,
reliable trans., able to
travel,  work  wknds.
and/or nights. Contact

1-800-336-7285
for more info. Based
out of Rio Vista, CA

94571

VEHICLE
PROCESSORS

NEEDED In Benicia!
PT/FT $12.50-$16.36
GREAT SUMMER JOB!
Get Hired Today Start
Working  Tomorrow!
Call  for  deatails!

(707)421-0110
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0841 NISSAN

2013 Cube S.  A/T,  all
pwr . ,  Ve ry  C l ean ,
smog,  low  mi.  96K.
Great MPG $7,900 obo
D L R  # 4 2 2 0 3 .
( 7 0 7 ) 2 8 0 - 6 8 1 6
Quinterosautosales.com

0851 VOLKSWAGEN

2012 Jetta S. Auto, all
pwr . ,  Super  c lean
in/out.  Low  mi.,  76K
Great  on  gas.  $6,900
obo.  DLR  #42203.
(707)280-6816  Quin-
terosautosales.com

0822 DODGE

2014  Da r t  SXT  6
speed,  all  pwr.  Great
on gas, black on black.
78K  mi.,  New  tires,
oils. $7,900 obo. DLR
#42203.  (707)280-
6816 Quinterosautos-
ales.com

0838 MERCEDES 
BENZ

2010  C300w/Sports.
All  pwr.,  lthr.  blk.  on
blk.  Low mi.,  77K  All
maint. done. New tires.
$12,900  obo.  DLR
#42203.
(707)280-6816  Quin-
terosautosales.com

0819 CHEVROLET

08'  Impala  LTZ  A/T,
V6, 3.9L, all pwr., lthr.,
low mi., 112K. $5,900.
D L R  # 4 2 2 0 3 .
( 7 0 7 ) 2 8 0 - 6 8 1 6
Quinterosautosales.com

2003  Chevy  Corvette
Base  Mode l  153K
miles  2  Dr.  Coupe,
Black,  A/T.  $9999.00

510-221-9972

0820 CHRYSLER

2016' 200 Limited. All
pwr., clean! 79K mi.
New tires, fluids, etc.

$9,900 obo. DLR
#42203 707-280-6816
Quinterosautosales.com

0816 BMW

2011 Blk., 328 l,  73K
miles, Premium Pkg.,
light gray lthr. seat,
navigation, C/C, A/T,

S/R, all power, side &
overhead airbags, al-
loy wheels, bluetooth
tech, A/C, AM/FM ste-
reo, CD audio, traction
control, memory seats,
auxiliary audio input,
abs brakes, new run
flat tires. $14,000
  707-425-2824

0819 CHEVROLET

05'  Tahoe  LS  2  whl.
drive, all pwr., low mi.
133K.  V8.  3rd  row
seat.  New  tires,  oils,
etc.  $5,900  obo
D L R  # 4 2 2 0 3 .
( 7 0 7 ) 2 8 0 - 6 8 1 6
Quinterosautosales.com

0808 PICKUPS, 2WD

2007 Chevy Crew Cab
Silverado  LT  V-8,  all
pwr.  4  X  4  kit.  Clean
116k mi. $12,900. obo
D L R  # 4 2 2 0 3 .
( 7 0 7 ) 2 8 0 - 6 8 1 6
Quinterosautosales.com

0809 PICKUPS, 4WD

2008 Ram 1500 Crew
Cab  SLT  Big  Horn.
4X4,  Hemi  motor,  all
pwr.,  new  tires,  oils
etc..  $7,900 obo DLR
#42203.
(707)280-6816
Quinterosautosales.com

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT
IMPACT FOR THE PROPOSED BATCH PLAN LOCATION AT TRAVIS AIR FORCE

BASE, CALIFORNIA

Interested parties are hereby notified that the United States Air Force, Travis Air Force
Base, California has completed a Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) that resulted in
a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the Batch Plant Location. The EA docu-
ments the proposed action components for the project – developing a site to be reused
for projects needing a batch plant and other pavement operations.

The Draft EA and FONSI, dated June 2018, are available for review at the following loca-
tions:

Fairfield Civic Center Library Suisun City Library
1150 Kentucky Street 601 Pintail Drive

Fairfield, California 94533 Suisun City, California 94585

Vacaville Public Library Cultural Center Mitchell Memorial Library
1020 Ulatis Drive 510 Travis Boulevard

Vacaville, California 95688 Travis AFB, California 94535

The Draft EA and FONSI can also be obtained at:

http://www.travis.af.mil/About-Us/Environment/Compliance

Written comments and inquiries on the Draft EA and FONSI should be directed to:

Mr. Matthew Blazek
60th Civil Engineer Squadron

411 Airman Drive, Building 570
Travis AFB, CA 94535

Comments may also be faxed to the attention of Mr. Blazek at (707) 424-2948. Emailed
comments will not be accepted. The public review and comment period for this EA is 30
days from the publication date of this Notice of Availability. If you have questions, please
contact Mr. Blazek at (707) 424-5127.
DR# 00018418
Published: August 3, 6, 2018
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MOFFETTAircrew aids joint flight ops mission at …

1) A C-5M Super 
Galaxy from Travis 
Air Force Base, 
Calif., is parked on 
the ramp July 26 in 
front of the hangers 
once used to house 
the Goodyear Blimp 
program at Moffett 
Federal Airfield in 
an unincorporated 
part of Santa Clara 
County, Calif.  
2) Senior Airman 
Connor Nicholas, 
left, Staff Sgt. 
Micah Hurst, 
center, and Senior 
Airman Aaron 
Walker, C-5M 
loadmasters from 
the 22nd Airlift 
Squadron, pause for 
a photo. 3) Ground 
crews from Travis 
work to power up 
an air conditioning 
unit July 26 at 
Moffett. Personnel 
from Travis were on 
hand at Moffett to 
support a joint flight 
operations mission. 
4) Nicholas climbs 
down the stairs of a 
Travis C-5M July 26 
at Moffett.

U.S. Air Force photo/Heide Couch
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